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MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND  

PLAN NOW TO ATTEND OUR UPCOMING EVENTS! 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

SHARPSHOOTERS IN THE ARMY OF GENERAL GRANT –  
Native Americans from Charlevoix County  Fought in the Civil War! 

Speaker: Chris Czopek 
Charlevoix Public Library – Community Room  

220 W. Clinton Street, Charlevoix, MI 
~ 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 25, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 

Where the Heck is the Boyne Falls? 
Speaker:  Bill Aten 

Boyne District Library - Lower Level Community Room 
201 East Main Street, Boyne City, MI 

~ 
 

MONDAY, MAY 23, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 

Happy Birthday, Raven Hill! 
Speakers:  Tim & Cheri Leach 

Raven Hill Discovery Center-Warren Loranger Great Room 
4737 Fuller Road, East Jordan, MI 

~ 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 24, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 
Grand Opening Reception of the Exhibit 
“Undine…A Settlement Remembered” 
Charlevoix Historical Society’s Harsha House 

103 State Street, Charlevoix, MI 
~ 

There is no charge for these events—Everyone is welcome 

 

A Member of the History Society of Michigan 
A Member of the Michigan Oral History Association 

 
 

    
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Georganna Monk, President 
ftf0123@gmail.com 

231-582-5326 
 

Raechel Wright, VP 
raecheltigner@gmail.com 

616-635-6972 
 

Jane Prebble, Treasurer 
rusduffers2@charter.net 

231-582-6202 
 

Tony Duerr, Secretary 
tonyduerr@hotmail.com 

231-237-9298 
 

Hannah David 
D_33_123@hotmail.com 

231-536-7103 
 

Chuck Gremel 
chuckgremel@aol.com 

 

Gerald Hummel 
jerrhumm@charter.net 

231-533-4405 
 

Cheri Leach 
cheri@ 

ravenhilldiscoverycenter.org 
231-536-3369 

 

Patrick McCleary 
patrickmccleary@charter.net 

231-348-8255 
 

Mark Postma 
mpostma@voyager.net 

 

 
 

Curious about this image?  
 Read about it inside. 
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From the President’s Pen… 
 
Dear CCHPS members and friends,   

 
We did it!  The largest newsletter ever is going to print - and it IS still winter.  Timely too as we celebrate many milestones.  

This March, CCHPS will celebrate two years since reorganization.  You will read that we are welcoming many new faces.  We 
now have a membership of over 100 and several new volunteers!  Our year end gift giving campaign was extremely 

successful.  We extend lots of “Thank You’s” to so many, from our charter members to brand new ones, who made 2010 so 

successful and will make 2011 so exciting.   All of our History Speaker Series programs and events are booked from March 
through October!  We have not one, but two programs lined up to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War.  We 

are introducing a new column:  “From the Pages of the Past” which will take you back in time, sometimes over a hundred 
years, to the latest news of the day in Charlevoix County.  We are collaborating with others in the county to preserve history.  

Our Undine research project will be the topic of the Charlevoix Historical Society’s year long exhibit at the Harsha House and 
opening with a reception in June.  We will see the 1910 Water Works Building preserved and back in commission this year.  

StoryCorps is coming in August! 

We hope you enjoy reading this as much as we did putting it together.   See you in the spring! 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

 

Welcome 
 
CCHPS has tripled in size in the last 2 years, and this month we achieved a membership milestone – we have more than 100 

members!  We would like to extend a big welcome and thank you to all of our members, new, returning, and renewing.  
Your support makes it possible for us to “preserve the past for the future.” For a complete list of all members, visit our 

website at www.cchps.info.  You can also share your ideas, suggestions, and ask us a question at our email address:  
charlevoixchps@yahoo.com. Board members are also reachable at the email addresses and phone numbers on the front 

page of this newsletter.   

 
 

Thank you! 
 
For the last 2 years, Board members Raechel Wright and Patrick McCleary have volunteered hundreds of hours to assist me 

with writing and publishing our quarterly newsletters, in addition to all the other hats they wear. I can not thank them 
enough. While they will continue to contribute and assist, we are extremely pleased to announce the position has been filled!  

I would like to introduce our Newsletter Editor, Sue Metzger!  This is a big job, and we appreciate Sue’s enthusiasm and 

support for CCHPS.  She and husband Bob recently joined CCHPS and immediately asked about volunteering. They are avid 
history preservationists. Here is what Sue has to say:  

 About the editor 

My name is Sue Metzger and I am delighted to become the editor of the CCHPS Newsletter. After moving “Up North” full-

time five years ago, we live in Horton Bay in the James Dilworth house. My husband, Bob, and I have attempted to preserve 

the historical nature of our home by remodeling it to reproduce its original décor. We have even built a blacksmith’s shop 

http://www.cchps.info/
mailto:charlevoixchps@yahoo.com
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looking like the one which was on the property before it was destroyed in the building of the Boyne City-Charlevoix Road. 

Discovering in research that the house was once painted yellow with green trim, we decided to become one of the very few 

non-white homes in Horton Bay. Needless to say, I am looking forward to meeting and working with you in CCHPS. Please e-

mail me with any articles at susanmetzger@mail.com. 

 

In addition, we extend our heartfelt thanks to Jean and John Talboys of Boyne City, who have volunteered to work on 
photographing Bay Township records at their home, using equipment supplied by Board member Jerry Hummel, and to 

Doreen Monk, Laura and Chip Hansen, and Jane and Bob Prebble for donating items for the CCHPS office.  
 

National Volunteer Week is April 10-16…a great time to take a minute and look over some of our programs and projects on 

our website. We are proud to say that the Society is an all-volunteer 501c3 non-profit organization with no paid staff 
members.  See one that interests you?  Let us know. No experience necessary.   

 

If you think you are too small to be effective, you have never been 

in bed with a mosquito.  – Betty Reese  

 
And finally, a big Thank You to everyone who responded so generously to our year end gift giving letter!  You make it all 

possible!  All donations and memberships go directly to our education and preservation projects.     

 

About other contributions . . . 
In addition to volunteering your time and expertise, some have inquired about making a larger gift.   Did you know that 

through December of 2011, the IRS will allow people aged 70½ or more to donate to charities directly from their IRAs?  

These distributions are not taxed as income, but DO count toward the mandatory distribution requirement.  Call your tax 

professional if you would like to discuss these ideas.   

 

Cleaning out your office or basement?  CCHPS office is in need of folding tables and chairs, bookcases, file cabinets, and 

other equipment and supplies. We thank you for thinking of CHHPS. 

 

What’s New With ……  
 

                    The 1910 Building 
Boyne City broke ground in November and has made significant progress on 
the1910 Water Works building.  This photo shows the building from behind, 

draped in plastic to protect it from the winter weather as work continues.  The 
planned completion date of May 18 is a bit earlier than originally anticipated.  

The historic building will be recommissioned as a water works pump station, 
have public restrooms, a drinking fountain, and historical display area.  The City 

has placed a vault in the center of the floor which will contain a time capsule.  

The building’s original flooring has been salvaged and will be re-laid with 
radiant heat below.  Repair of the beautiful brickwork inside is progressing.  

CCHPS President, Georganna Monk, and member Susan Vrondran are working 
with Michele Hewitt, Boyne City Deputy Treasurer and member of the Historical 

Commission, to research the history of the building and the town’s water and 

sewer system.  CCHPS will provide a display of historical materials based on 
this research for visitors to enjoy.  If you have remembrances, photographs, old newspaper clippings, or other material about 

the 1910, please call Georganna at 231-582-5326. A special thank you goes to CCHPS members Gloria and Russ Pichlik for 
assisting with newspaper research on the 1910 at the libraries.   
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Important Update: 
 We just received word from CCHPS member Mary Beth Soellner that her Questers group has chosen CCHPS to receive their 
annual monetary award which must be earmarked for the 1910 historical display!! The Questers is an international study  

club founded in 1944 by Jessie Elizabeth Bardens. Its major objectives are to stimulate an appreciation of antiques and their 
collection; and to encourage the preservation and restoration of existing historical landmarks. Each year they give this award 

to a nonprofit organization who is working to preserve a historical building and this year they have chosen CCHPS.  We will 

know more after Georganna attends their March meeting to accept this award, so look for more information in the Spring 
newsletter.  Thank you Mary Beth and Questers! 
 

                    The Park Avenue Prowl 
 
It has been a year since we last updated this popular website, a walking tour of old Charlevoix, featuring its oldest buildings 

and stores about its pioneers.  There have been 21,000 visits to the website since it was launched 2 ½ years ago, and 4000 
visits this past January alone.  Haven’t checked it out yet?  You will find it at www.charlevoixparkavenue.com.   Interested in 

working with us on an update?  Let Raechel know.  

                     

                    Undine…A Settlement Remembered 
 

In the fall of 2010, the Undine research team was approached by the Charlevoix Historical Society (CHS) about the possibility 
of utilizing the research material as the subject for their year-long exhibit at the Harsha House Museum.  Needless to say, we 

were very honored and excited at this prospect.  We have since met with David Miles and Karen Lewis several times and 

work on the exhibit has begun!  
 

A Grand Opening Reception is scheduled for Friday evening, June 24, 2011 at 7:00 PM at the Charlevoix Historical Society’s 
Harsha House Museum.  The CCHPS will be hosting this event and it will take the place of our usual monthly program.  We 

hope everyone will mark their calendars and plan to join us for this exciting event.  Plan to visit the exhibit during 2011-2012 

year as well, and don’t forget to bring your friends!   
 

Our special thanks go out to the CHS for their gracious invitation.  Their generosity in providing this extended public venue 
will not only create public awareness of the Undine and project and for the CCHPS, but we are also certain that it will help 

bring further information to light.  We would also like to thank Lynn Maxwell, a new CCHPS member, for volunteering to 

transcribe material for the Undine project.   
          

                    StoryCorps Oral History Fair – August 25-27, 2011 
 

StoryCorps is an independent nonprofit project whose mission is to honor and celebrate one another’s lives through listening.  

Since 2003, more than 50,000 people have shared life stories with family and friends through StoryCorps.  Each conversation 
is recorded on a CD to share, and is preserved at the Library of Congress.  It is one of the largest oral history projects of its 

kind, and millions of people listen to weekly broadcasts on NPR’s Morning Edition and on the organization’s website, 

www.storycorps.org.  
 

We are collaborating with the Charlevoix Public Library and other organizations to bring StoryCorps to Charlevoix County as 
the headliner of the Fair this summer, August 25th through the 27th.  StoryCorps will send trained staff and portable recording 

equipment to capture six 40-minute interviews each day as part of a three-day event.  CCHPS will receive a set of the uncut 

interviews and photographs after the event.  The interviews will also be archived at the American Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress.  Our job will be to line up the participants, coordinate, and raise funds for the event (we have $5000 

pledged already!)   
 

Want to help plan this event?  Want to help us seek grant funding for it?  Would you like to make a donation to support the 

project?  Call or email board members Mark Postma or Raechel Wright.   

 

http://www.charlevoixparkavenue.com/
http://www.storycorps.org/
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Future Program Highlights… 
 

  March…. Sharpshooters in the Army of General Grant: 

                    Native Americans from Charlevoix County  

                               Who Fought in the Civil War! 

It was a bold idea to recruit soldiers from the Indian tribes of Michigan. But the Civil War  
had been going on for three years, and finding new recruits who could shoot straight was  

becoming difficult.   This was the situation when a recruiter for Company K traveled through Northern Michigan looking for 
volunteers.  He persuaded several Native Americans living in the Charlevoix area to enlist in Company K and follow him to 

war. The new recruits included Benjamin Greensky from the famous Greensky Hill church, Louis Miskoguon, a man who 

survived Andersonville, and Joseph Shawonosang from Beaver Island. They joined the ranks of the 1st Michigan 
Sharpshooters and fought for the Stars and Stripes on the battlefields of Virginia. 

 
Lansing historian Chris Czopek has taken a special interest in the men from Charlevoix. For 15 years he has gathered 

information about their lives, and now he is ready to tell their story!  Don't miss this program when Chris will reveal what 

happened to those new recruits during the Civil War.  Be prepared for some surprising news! 
  

BONUS FEATURE – Chris Czopek will bring copies of his groundbreaking book, “Who Was Who In Company K”.  This is the 
first book written about the men in Company K.  It is a wonderful collection of facts and information about each of the Native 

American soldiers. He will sell and sign copies of his book during the meeting.  Join us on Tuesday, March 29, 2011 at 

7:00 P.M. in the Community Room of the Charlevoix Public Library and help us kick off the 2011 History Speaker 
Series with a tribute to the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War. 

 
 

  April………………….. Where the Heck is the Boyne Falls? 

 
Most any long time resident of Boyne Falls has been asked this question at least once.  The answer to this, along with other 

interesting stories of Boyne Falls history will be presented by Bill Aten at our History Speaker Series on Monday, April 25th 

at 7 P.M. at the Boyne District Library Community Room.  Mr. Aten started collecting historical documents, pictures 
and video interviews with older residents of Boyne Falls in 1990 as part of a classroom project.  Highlights of that research 

will be the focus of the evening’s presentation. 
      

Mr. Aten began teaching at Boyne Falls School in 1982, and retired in 2006 after spending his last six years as their K-12 
principal.  He now works as a consultant for CharEm ISD in the area of mathematics and data collection and reporting.  He 

and his wife moved to Boyne Falls in 1984 from Boyne City, and live in a historic farmhouse on Old Mackinaw Trail just south 

of the village limits.  For the past sixteen years, they have offered a summer concerts series in their barn, which has been 
renovated into a 180-seat music theater.  You can learn more about Aten Place at www.atenplace.com. 

     
 In 1990, as a part of a multi-media class he was assigned to teach, his students gathered historical documents, 

photographs, and interviewed older residents, all in an effort to capture the history of Boyne Falls for future generations.  As 

the needs of small schools rapidly change from year to year, the class was never offered again, and plan to compile the 
material in to a final project was left incomplete.  One of the goals of Mr. Aten’s retirement is to compile the research into a 

permanent document that will preserve the Boyne Valley history, and highlight the role that Boyne Falls has played in the 
overall development of this region.  The presentation will include photographs that highlight the growth of Boyne Valley, and 

short video segments from several of the interviews. 
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Looking south down Center Street, Boyne Falls, taken from the top of the Methodist Church 

                                   
  May………………………… Happy Birthday, Raven Hill! 

 
Raven Hill Discovery Center is the only place in northern Lower Michigan where children and adults have been linking 

science, history & the arts with hands-on activities and explorations both indoors and outdoors and have been doing it for 
twenty years!   Take advantage of this extraordinary event to learn how the Center provides opportunities for all ages to 

learn, create, grow and play.  Join Raven Hill founders, Tim & Cheri Leach, for an 
evening of sharing what has transpired over the past two decades and what lies 

ahead for this unique center of learning.   Don't miss your chance to see the Main 

Museum, as well as the completely furnished One Room Schoolhouse, Print Shop, 
Energy House, Earth Tones Music Garden, Beyond Jurassic Park, Ancient World, 

Taxonomic Trail, Stone Labyrinth, and other outdoor exhibits that 
make additional connections between science, history and art for visitors.  Cheri 

and Tim will take us on a guided tour of the extensive grounds prior to presenting the 
program which will be held in the new Warren Loranger Great Room of the main 

building.   
  

Tim and Cheri Leach, co-founders of Raven Hill Discovery Center, both graduated from Albion College and have spent their 

lives learning and sharing their knowledge with others.  As teachers for over 40 years each, they work as mentors to both 

youngsters, adults and teachers, who are interested in science, history and art and their connections to all other aspects of 
our lives.  Grab your friends and plan to attend this special event to say "Happy Birthday, Raven Hill" on Monday, May 23, 

at 7 PM.  Raven Hill Discovery Center is located at 4737 Fuller Road, between East Jordan & Boyne City, just off C-48 at 
Pearsall Road and within Mile 15 of the Breezeway.  For more information contact Cheri at 231-536-3369 or Georganna at 

231-582-5326.  

 

   June…………………….Grand Opening Reception For Our Exhibit 

                                  “Undine…A Settlement Remembered”  
                                Charlevoix Historical Society’s Harsha House 

 

FRIDAY, 
JUNE 24, 2011  

7:00 P.M. 
 
For more information on July, August, September and October programs, please visit our website at 
www.cchps.info.   More about our 2011 History Speaker Series will also be in our upcoming Newsletters. 

http://www.cchps.info/
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Past Program Particulars… 

                            
                     Holiday Celebration  2010 
 

                                                                                         

                                              

CCHPS Holiday Celebration was a night to remember for over 50 CCHPS 

members, family, and friends.  The weather outside was frightful on December 

6th, but the fire at the Sommerset Pointe Yacht Club in historic Advance was 
delightful!  So was the fabulous buffet dinner prepared by Chef Andy Colyer 

and complemented with amazing appetizers prepared by Chuck & Linda 
Gremel, Susan Vrondran, and Jerry & Marg Hummel. The history of the 

Advance community and the General Store was presented by Teresa Loper of 

Century 21 in Boyne City.  Teresa had researched the area extensively and 
presented everyone with a brochure entitled “Advance, 125 Years of History”.  

Richard Neumann, historic preservation architect for the restoration of the 
Advance General Store, gave us an overview of the project. Rick also explained 

the meaning of the historic landmark designation registry process by the 
National Register of Historic Places in the state of Michigan.                                                                                      

 

Everyone attending received a copy of  “Holiday Reminiscences  2010”, a compilation of wonderful memories, poems, 
pictures and thoughts contributed by members and friends of 

CCHPS.  Before the night was over, member Russ Pichlik walked 
away the winner of a framed picture of the Advance Community as it 

was in early 1900.  The print was donated by Jane Prebble and 

framed by Friar Tuck’s Gallery & Frame Shop.  
 

We wish to thank everyone who worked so hard to make this 
evening truly special.  We especially would like to thank our 

speakers, Teresa Loper and Rick Neumann, chef Andy Colyer, and 
the wonderful staff of the Sommerset Pointe Yacht Club, and 

members Susan Vrondran and Jane Prebble for organizing this 

wonderful event.  
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The Past Finder… 
I recently had the pleasure of putting to use an old research technique that 
some call “cluster research” or “cluster genealogy.”  The idea behind this 

approach is to rely on the records and information left behind by your 

ancestors’ friends and neighbors, as well as their more distant family 
members.  Often times an ancestor’s spouse came from a neighboring family, 

or were the siblings of classmates and military comrades.  Rather than 
narrowing your focus to strictly your own ancestral line, try studying these 

“clusters” of relatives and acquaintances. In doing so, you may find mentions 

of your own ancestors as well as leads to documents, photographs and oral 
history items that might otherwise gone undiscovered.   
 
Tracing the lines of past aunts and uncles will frequently lead you to locate 

cousins and other more distant relatives whose records can help fill you in on 
missing branches of your family.  By researching these “clusters” of distant 

cousins, you may turn over information on your direct line. For example, your 

great-grandmother, who seemingly vanished after great-grandpa’s death, 
might have gone to live with these collateral kin- whose records you could 

then use to discover where she has been hiding all these years!   
 

Curious about my discovery using this approach?  While researching an illusive Charlevoix County resident (we’ll call her 

“Grace”), I had continued to come up empty handed.  Until I learned that she had “graduated with her dear friend Florence 
and the two had gone on to academy with one another.”  By delving into Florence’s past, I soon located the year in which 

Florence graduated.  Interestingly, a school Annual (yearbook) still existed for that year.  Upon going through that 
publication, not only did I find images of both Florence and “Grace,” but also those of each of their husbands!  The two 

women had not only grown up and graduated with one another; they had done so with their respective spouses as well.  
Portrait images for all four individuals were included in the School Annual for that year!         

 
Our Readers Write~ 
Question:  Where do I look when I can’t find my family records in the county that they lived in? 
Answer:  When this happens, you sometimes you need to expand your geography.  If you can’t find your ancestors within 
the areas that you think they should be, check surrounding towns and counties.  They may never have moved or relocated 
at all, but perhaps the county boundaries did.  In the early days of any regions, county boundaries frequently saw change.  
You should also check within the town’s parent county.  For example, what is now Charlevoix County was once included in 
Emmet County, and prior to that, was part of Michilimackinac County.  Thus your “Charlevoix County” ancestor’s records may 
be located in either of these counties, depending on when the events took place.   

 

Can’t locate a marriage record for your ancestor?  Women often went back to their hometowns, so look where the bride’s 
parent’s lived.  At other times, marriages of one sibling occurred in the location in which an older or previously married 

sibling was residing.  No death record?  Remember that death certificates are filed in the place of death- not simply within 
the county where the deceased resided or was being buried.  In these instances, cemetery and 

funeral home records can be useful in providing you with clues as to the exact location of death.  
Any time that you suspect an ancestor died away from where he lived, always search the local 

newspapers for an obituary or notice of death.  Generally speaking, even if a local resident died 

out of state, an obituary will appear in the newspaper making announcement of the death, when 
the funeral was to take place, or the details of a burial pending the arrival of the body.   

 
Still stumped?  Try searching for vital records in the counties where your ancestors’ children 

siblings and close friends lived.  It was not uncommon for elderly or sick family members to 

move closer to those who were caring for them.     
Happy Hunting!    

 
 Patrick McCleary       
 thepastfinder@hotmail.com 

mailto:thepastfinder@hotmail.com
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"From the Pages of the Past" 

 

As you know, the CCHPS has several ongoing research projects. In the process of researching these various subjects, we 

frequently come across items of local, historical interest- most often discovered within the pages of our areas early 
newspapers.  Many of you have voiced an interest in seeing the content of some of these types of items, which we feel lend  

 
a great deal to our better understanding of what Charlevoix County’s early days were really like.  To do this, we have 

decided to create a column to highlight some of these wonderful finds.  The subject will vary, but we think there will be a 

little something for everyone as time goes by. 
  

 
To kick-off this column, we have chosen an item which surely stirred up the local interest in its day.  Some of you may 

recognize the “Dr. Lewis” as the same influential pioneer and citizen of early Village of Charlevoix fame.   

 
Extracted from: 

The Charlevoix Sentinel 
April 19, 1883 

  

 
SHOOTING IN HAYES! 

Joseph Lewis Shot By William Ross, And His Condition Critical 
  

The Township of Hayes has a sensation in the shape of a shooting affray, which may prove to be a homicide.  At the place 

occupied by William Ross, in the above named township, on Monday morning, Joseph Lewis was shot down by Ross, with a 

shot gun loaded with buck shot, and he now lies in the precarious condition. 
 

THE CAUSE 
This sad affair is the culmination of a feud which has existed between Ross and the Lewis boys for the part of two years.  Six 

years ago William Ross advertised an abandoned Indian homestead on the old reservation in Hayes, and pending the issue, 
took possession of the place, although the General Land Office decided against him.  The Indian who first entered the land 

died, and through the efforts of the Indian Agent, a patent for the land was issued to his widow, who conveyed it to Jones 

and Levi Lewis by warranty deed. 
  

In the meantime Ross had improved the place, and was loth to vacate it, as he had been warned to do, without 
compensation for his improvements, which the Lewises were not inclined to make. 

  

THE SHOOTING 
At a very early hour last Monday morning, Jonas and Levi Lewis, accompanied by their brother Joseph, whom they had 

employed to assist them, took a load of lumber to the contested land and at daybreak, Ross was awakened by the sound of 
hammers.  On looking out he saw the three Lewis boys building a shanty about twenty rods from the house.  He returned to 

the house and brought out a double barreled shot gun, which he discharged in the air to unload the charges of fine shot, 
after which he returned to the house and loaded both barrels with buckshot.  He then went out, and while Joseph Lewis was 

in a stooping posture, driving a nail, he fired at him, four buckshot taking effect- one destroying his right eye, one striking 

the back of his head and making a scalp wound, and two lodging in his right shoulder.  Ross cocked the second barrel, and 
aimed full at Levi, but the gun snapped.  Levi then drew a 22 calibre revolver, and Ross dropped his gun and ran, Levi firing 

several shots after him, three of which, so Ross asserts, hit him and made bruises, and asserts that the harmless quality of 
the pistol was all that saved his life.  The friends of Ross assert that before he fired on Lewis he thrice commanded them to 

leave the premises.  

  
Lewis was taken home and a messenger dispatched to this place for surgeons.  Doctor’s Lewis and Graves responded, and 

found Lewis in the condition we have stated, and very weak from loss of blood.  The shot which entered his shoulder they 
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could not reach with the probe.  They pronounce it a critical case- not so much from the immediate effects of the wounds as 

from the danger of inflammation and blood poisoning.  
 Ross came to Charlevoix for counsel the same afternoon, but was not seen by many.  A warrant was issued for his arrest 

and placed in the hands of Deputy Sheriff Blair, who went to Hayes but found that his man had left for parts unknown, and 
the place abandoned by his family.  

  

Ross has always been considered by his neighbors as a quiet and inoffensive man, not given to quarrels, and a good citizen.  
Lewis has borne the same reputation. 
 

 

Doing History – Help for Amateurs 
By Raechel Wright 
 

 

I’m always looking for resources that help me do a better job of history research.  There is a reason for this – I hated history 
class above all others in school.  So I didn’t learn anything, even from the honors history class I took as a college freshman.  

I may have failed it (I’ve conveniently forgotten), but I didn’t do history anyway.  I read Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason and 
wrote about philosophy.  Fifteen years ago I discovered an interest in Civil War history and more recently local history, so 

I’m stuck doing research without any idea how to do it. 

 
I recently found a website called Do History, and it has a toolkit for us amateurs.  The website is 

http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/index.html.  If you are an Internet user, it’s a great help.  I considered 
summarizing a wonderful section on “How to Search Deeds,” but decided instead to share some information on making 

timelines.  We’ll save the deed section for the next issue of the CCHPS newsletter. 

 

How to make a timeline 
 
When Georganna first snookered me into helping her research the 103 Park Avenue (“Philo Beers”) house, she told me we 

needed to do a timeline.  I said “uh huh,” and went on about my business.  A week later I was buried in scraps of paper, 

post-it notes, and scribbles that I couldn’t keep straight.  And I realized maybe I needed a timeline.  Here’s the thing:  the 
study of history is the study of events, places, and people that take place over time.  You cannot understand why things 

happened if you don’t understand what happened before.  You can’t understand the significance of things unless you know 
what happened after.  So don’t be stubborn – make a timeline. 

 
A plot of events will allow you to see possible relationships and help you remember a large amount of information.  It may 

help you see overall patterns that you would otherwise have missed.  The Do History website will tell you how to make a 

timeline by hand.  We let a computer to do much of the work for us.  It probably seems like a lot of work to enter everything 
into a computer, but I can tell you (and so can Patrick McCleary, whose database of Undine information and people is the 

foundation for that project), you will not regret it.  It makes everything else so much easier and saves you more time than 
you can imagine. 

 

For the 103 Park Avenue building project, we used Microsoft Excel to keep our list of events.  We used 3 columns, “year,” 

“date,” and “Note.”  When a publication referred to an event in the past, it was the date of that event, not the publication 

date, that went in the “year “and “date” columns.  This approach allowed us to put all of the information we collected – 

about 150 events in the first round of research – in one place, at first in no particular order.  Excel allowed us to sort 

everything by year and date and we were timeline-ready.  Here’s what it looks like: 

 

 

http://dohistory.org/on_your_own/toolkit/index.html


Winter 2011                                              Page 11                        Volume 6, Number 3                  
 

 

 

 

1865   During the summer and fall of '65 the Dock Company erected their boarding house and barn, 

and Hon. Philo Beers built the main part of his present residence. Mr. C. Van Riper erected 
the upright part of the house now occupied by Nelson Ainslie, Esq.  11/301870 Sentinel 
article, probably by J.S. Dixon 

1866   John S. Dixon and wife and Mason plat drawing of the Village of Charlevoix (then in Emmet 

county), dated 1866, shows 2 structures on block 2, one on Bridge, the other on Main (219 
3/4) - could be the residence part of the Monk property.  Street is labeled Main St. from State 

St. west.  

1866   According to 11/5/1901 Sentinel, "Perhaps the oldest landmark is now hidden by a modern 
front. It is the building occupied by Mrs. Cohen's store. It was the wing of the old Philo Beers 

house, which was built as early as 1866. The main portion of the building now stands on Main 
street, in the rear of Burnett's store."  According to the Bridge St. Book, Burnett's store is on 

the northwest corner of Bridge and Main.  Burnett's store burned in 1906, and was replaced 

by a bank. 

1867 5/22/1867 In notes for his book on the history of Charlevoix (provided by Rose Nettleton as part of the 

Sentinel exerpts), David Nettleton states that upon his arrival in 1867, there were about half 

a dozen homes in Pine River, one of which was Philo Beers's small drug store and post office 
on block 2. 

 

The History Community…  

March 19, 2011 - “Tapping Your Irish Roots” will be the topic of the  Charlevoix County Genealogical Society’s meeting 

Saturday March 19, 2011 at the Boyne District Library Community Room from 1 P.M. until 3 P.M.   Trace your family lineage 

in the “Olde Country” with help from the genealogists of the Charlevoix County Genealogy Society. The public is invited to 
attend. 
        

April 5, 2011- “Charlevoix and the Civil War” will be presented by the Charlevoix Historical Society Harsha House Museum 

Co-Director Steve Goslee at the Depot, 7 p.m.  The program is open to the public.  
                  

May 7, 2011 - There will be a DEDICATION CEREMONY to honor the memory of John Jacko and William Isaacs on 

Saturday beginning at 1:30 P.M. at Maple Lawn Cemetery in Boyne City. The Robert Finch Camp 14 of the Sons of Union 

Veterans will sponsor the event. The unmarked graves of these two Civil War veterans were discovered two years ago  

in Maple Lawn Cemetery.  Lansing historian Chris Czopek identified the soldiers.  Both men were Native Americans who 
fought in the Civil War serving in Company K, 1st Michigan Sharpshooters. The public is invited to attend. 

 
 

 
Tell the World About CCHPS… 
Guidestar is a website that has information about all of the tax-exempt charitable nonprofit organizations in the country.  

Grant-makers and donors use it to “check up” on organizations before they provide funding.  You can help CCHPS by writing 
a review – tell the world what you think about the organization.  The website is www.guidestar.org.  When you get to the 

website, enter our full name to get to the section about CCHPS:  Charlevoix County History Preservation Society.   

http://www.guidestar.org/


 

serving the Past 
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CHARLEVOIX COUNTY HISTORY PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
946 N. Advance Road 

BOYNE CITY, MI  49712 
 

A Special Invitation… 

 

The Mission of the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is to promote understanding and appreciation of the 

heritage of the people of Charlevoix County and its townships by searching out, collecting, preserving, and interpreting 

artifacts of historical and cultural significance.  Membership in the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is open to 
anyone interested in furthering the mission, objectives, and purposes of the society.  Would you or someone you know be 

interested in helping us to preserve our county’s history?   You can participate in a variety of ways… but it begins with the 
first step.  Won’t you please take that step and join us? 

 
Collector- Individual: $20.00  

Collector- Family: $30.00  

Preserver:   $50.00 to $99.00         
Protector:   $100.00 to $499.00 

Collaborator:   $500.00 and above. 
 

Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is a nonprofit Michigan corporation, recognized as exempt under §501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. Check with your tax advisor to determine what portion of your dues is tax deductible. 

 

Please send membership dues to: 

CCHPS 
946 N. Advance Road 
Boyne City, MI  49712 

 

 
 


