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MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND  
PLAN now TO ATTEND OUR UPCOMING MEETINGS! 

 
Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24Saturday, October 24,,,, 2009  2009  2009  2009 ———— 11:00 AM  11:00 AM  11:00 AM  11:00 AM ---- 3:00 PM 3:00 PM 3:00 PM 3:00 PM    

Charlevoix County Genealogical Society’s 
 3rd Annual Research & Resources Open House  

Boyne District Library, Boyne City, MI 
Join CCHPS and other Northern Michigan organizations 

 that can help you with your genealogical research. 
CCHPS will also be selling books by local historians. 

Purchase the books, save on shipping and handling, meet the authors, 
and get a jump on your holiday shopping! 

 
Monday, November 16, 2009 Monday, November 16, 2009 Monday, November 16, 2009 Monday, November 16, 2009 ———— 5:30  5:30  5:30  5:30 ———— 8:30 PM 8:30 PM 8:30 PM 8:30 PM    

Annual Holiday Dinner at the Jordan Inn 
Followed by a tour of the Inn 
228 Main St., East Jordan, MI 
Last day for reservations:  November 9 

  
Appetizers and cash bar from 5:30 — 6:30 pm 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 
Menu 

Choice of entree:  
Select cut of beef or 

Chicken breast with blue cheese and white wine sauce 
Accompaniments: soup, salad, sides, dessert, and coffee or tea 

 
Cost:  $25 per person, includes tax and gratuity 

 
Send check along with your entrée choice to 

CCHPS 
946 N. Advance Rd 

Boyne City, MI 49712 
 

Everyone — members, friends, and visitors — is welcome at CCHPS events. 
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From the President’s Pen… 
 

Dear CCHPS members and friends, 

 
I promised myself I would keep this letter short to give you more time to read our entire fall newsletter.  It’s a biggie!   I 
have also come to the conclusion that there are no “down times” here in Northern Michigan, at least not for all the people I 
know who are working on CCHPS projects.  We are always saying, “when things slow down, I’ll be able to get to this”.  I 
know I am not alone.  Finding time to do the things we are passionate about sometimes gets lost in the shuffle of day-to-
day living.  You can probably figure out what this is leading up to…. 
 
It has been said that  “if you want something done, ask the busiest person you know”.   That is just what I am doing.  
CCHPS members “get it”.  They understand our mission to save our county history and keep it in the county, especially 
now when even our Michigan Archives and Historical Library collections may be in jeopardy.  So just say YES and 
volunteer today.  The focus of many of our recent programs has been leading up to celebrating Family History Month.  I 
hope that each of you is inspired to start a project to save your own family history and volunteer to work on one of the 
CCHPS’s projects.   
 
The leaves can wait!  Happy autumn!  
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Georganna MonkGeorganna MonkGeorganna MonkGeorganna Monk    
 

CCHPS President 
 

 

 

The contribution only you can make … 
You have talents and gifts, interests and passions.  Our projects need you!  Do you have a few hours to give CCHPS?  Take a minute 
to look over some of our programs and projects.  See one that interests you?  Let us know.  As they say, “will train -- no experience 
necessary.”  And here’s another secret: it’s fun!  Grab a couple of friends and make it a party. 
 

� Undine.  The team could use clerical help – making copies, transcribing information, sorting, filing, and organizing.  If you 
have computer skills, you could help with the genealogical research, too.   

 
� Top Secret.  We can’t tell you what it is exactly, but we’ll be working all winter on planning a big event for summer of 2010.  

Historical research and a book are involved as well.  More details under the “Grants Committee” section.   
 

� Park Avenue Prowl.  It’s going to become a book.  Would you like to help verify research, and put the information into book 
form, working with CCHPS and the Charlevoix Historical Society? 

 
� Oral History.  Some of our history is locked in the memories of our community elders.  Usually they’re happy to share what 

they know, but no one asks!  We’ll train you in interviewing techniques, hand you a tape recorder, and send you on your way.  
We’ll help you find people to interview, or you can interview your own grandparents.  If you do not choose to interview, would 
you be willing to help transcribe interviews others have done? 

� Preserving Records.  One of CCHPS’s primary goals has always been to preserve records of the past — official records, 
especially of the townships, newspapers, photographs, books, pamphlets, postcards, and myriad sources of information about 
the past that are at risk of being lost forever.  Help us “digitize” and log these items.  All you need is a willingness to dedicate a 
few hours here and there.  

� 1910 Building.  The building is saved from the wrecking ball, but much remains to be done.  We need to research the history 
of the building and the community that built and took such pride in it.  And then we need to develop a “history of the building” 
display.  When it re-opens in 2011, our display will be there.  

 
� Acquisitions.  We have lots of stuff – records, books, photographs, antiques … the list goes on.  We could use help logging 

these in, so we all know what we have and can make the information available to our members.  You will take pictures of the 
items, scan printed material and photographs, and fill out a form describing the item and where it came from.  If you’re 
organized, and can spend an hour or two here and there, this is the job for you. 
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Our thanks go out to… 
� Richard Mitchell, Mary Beth Soellner, and Dale Hutzler, for donating copies of family photo collections and family 

histories 

� Anonymous donor for removing the restriction on the donation, enabling us to use the funds for other purposes.  
We used a portion to buy a portable public address system. 

� Ted Halsted, Molly Kircher, and George Lasater, for allowing us to sell their books and for donating a portion of 
the proceeds to CCHPS. 

� Donna Moll, for phoning members to remind them to attend our events 

� Mary Erb, for donating a 1901 Charlevoix County Plat Book 

� Jean and Jack Mort for the photo of the Loeb Schoolhouse 

� William M. Danforth II for allowing us to make a copy of his “Loeb Schoolhouse Historical Structure Report” 

� Cathie Terrill and Bob Waun for giving board members a tour of the Loeb Schoolhouse 

� Tony Duerr, new member and recently elected board member, for accepting the Secretary position 

� Linda Adams at the Charlevoix Public Library for organizing the Photo Detective Workshop 
 

 

Website updates… 
We’ve had nearly 500 visits to (and 1400 page views of) our new website since its debut in early March.  People from all 
over the U.S., and from several foreign countries, including Finland, Germany, the Philippines, Ireland, and Canada, have 
visited.  Of course, 80% of our visitors are from right here in Northern Michigan.   
 
We would like to highlight one of the site’s most useful features, the Member-to-Member Requests page.  Here members 
can post requests for information, assistance, pictures, etc. to further their own research.   Member Richard Mitchell’s 
request for pictures of the Boyne Falls Blacksmith Shop is our most recent addition.  His great-grandfather, James D. 
Mitchell, was the blacksmith.  He has also requested that members share any information they have about the Hudson 
Township School, District Number 6, which his grandmother attended.  To get to the Member-to-Member Requests page, 
first click on the “Membership” link at the top of the home page to find your way to this section.   
 
Another new feature of our website is the “shop.”  We’re offering three books for sale, all written by authors with an 
interest in local history.  Each of the authors has offered to share a portion of the proceeds with CCHPS.  Prices include 
sales tax and shipping/handling.   
 

What’s new with the Park Avenue Prowl 
Charlevoix officials are discussing the future of one of the historic houses on the Park Avenue Prowl, the Lena Ingalls 
home at 108 Park Avenue.  Tenant Charlevoix Land Conservancy has moved out after ten years and the city, which owns 
the downtown building, is trying to decide whether to raze it to expand a parking lot, to restore it, sell it, or to rent it to 
another organization. 
 
The house is one of the oldest surviving homes in Charlevoix.  On November 10, 1869, one year after the death of her 
husband and shortly after the birth of her son, 21-year-old Lena Beers Ingalls purchased the western half of Lot 4 and all 
of Lot 5 in block 6 for $75, from pioneers John and Phoebe Dixon.  She commissioned Ben Campbell, a ship chandler 
from Beaver Island, to build a home on the site.  Construction began in 1870.  Meanwhile, Lena and her infant son lived 
across the street with her father, Philo Beers.   
 
Sadly, Lena’s son died in September of 1870, shortly before his second birthday, of diarrhea with verme febris.  Her father 
and older brother Henry died less than two years later.  Ben Campbell finished her home and Lena married him several 
years later, but never lived in the house she had him build on Park Avenue.  Instead, Ben and Lena lived in a rented 
house on Lockwood Avenue in Petoskey, with their three children and her sister Harriet.  The home stayed in the family 
however, deeded first to Lena’s two daughters, and then to two of her granddaughters, one of whom lived there until she 
died in the mid-1990s.  Having been owned by five different women, the house was finally acquired by the City of 
Charlevoix.   Read more about the Park Avenue Prowl at  www.charlevoixparkavenue.com.   
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Organizational details 
Since we published our last newsletter, we have elected new Board members, and the Board has elected its officers for 
the 2009-2010 year.  Our directors and officers are listed on the first page of this newsletter. 

 

 
CCHPS member goes to Lansing 
Many of our members wrote letters to Governor Granholm and state legislators to voice their concerns about Executive 
Order 2009-36, which was issued on July 31.  The order, which went into effect on October 1, abolished the state’s 
Department of History, Arts, and Libraries.  The Department operated the Library of Michigan, the Michigan Historical 
Center, the State Records Centers and Archives, the State Historic Preservation Office, and the Mackinac Island State 
Park Commission.  The Library of Michigan was turned over to the Department of Education and the State Archives to the 
Department of Natural Resources, which on January 17, 2010 will become the Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment.  With no state budget, the advisory board that will oversee the transition has not yet been established.  We 
don’t yet know what the impact will be to the180-year-old history collection in the State Archives. 
 
CCHPS member Jan Lindsay wrote letters, sent emails, and kept us informed as things developed.  She also went to 
Lansing on August 8, and participated in a statewide protest.  Here is her account of that day: 
 
“The experience was powerful in that when I first arrived at the library, there were only 15-20 people assembled and they 
were all well past the age of 50!  Then word came from where the speeches were taking place that they were running 
behind and would be late.   
 
The first to arrive from the speeches to the main doors of the Library were two soldiers dressed in civil war uniforms with 
flags.  As they stood at attention (in the hot sun) more and more people flooded down the walkway from around the side 
of the building.  That actually brought tears because so many people took the time to come!  They were of all ages, some 
with children, and some on canes and walkers.  The organizers brought green ribbon for us to hold and we easily 
surrounded the library.  We then stood for 15-30 minutes while they took pictures and counted how many there were.”  
 
We will continue to update our members as we receive information.  
 

 

Grants Committee 
The Grants Committee is working on proposals to help fund several projects.   
 
� Undine.  In 2007, board members Georganna Monk, Patrick McCleary, and Jerry Hummel began a research project 

on the lost settlement of Undine and its approximately 40 families.  In August of that year they presented preliminary 
findings, but the project continues.  The team is working on a plan to complete the project and publish a book of their 
research results.  Once we have a concrete plan, we will seek donations and grant monies to help us bring this project 
to the finish line. 

 
� Top Secret.  We are working with several local organizations on a month-long series of events for next summer.  A 

family of artists that lived and vacationed in the area since the late 1800s, will be featured.  CCHPS will work on the 
history aspects; a local arts group will exhibit the work of family members, and coordinate receptions and other 
events.  This project is in the very early planning stages, and we don’t have everyone’s agreement yet, but we are 
excited about the opportunity to partner with other organizations and the family on this ambitious project.  

 
� 1910 Building.  This historic little building in Boyne City was about to be razed a year ago, a sad ending for a building 

on the National Register of Historic Places.  We are happy to report that the efforts of a group calling itself the “1910 
Building Historic Restoration Group” have paid off.  On October 13, Boyne City Commissioners unanimously 
approved a resolution offered by City Manager Mike Cain to move forward on planning for a future use for the 
building.  Two members of the CCHPS Board of Directors have been active in the group, and worked with city officials 
to identify grants that will help pay for the restoration.  In a year or so, CCHPS will seek grants to build a history 
display in the building, thereby contributing to the 40% match required for the City’s preservation grants. 
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Past Program Highlights 
 

The Hampton Family in Northern Michigan 
Mary Beth Soellner 
 

“The Hampton Family in Northern Michigan” was held at the Charlevoix Public Library in June, with more than 40 people 
attending.  Speaker Mary Beth Soellner shared the history of her family, the Hamptons. She read her grandfather Will E. 
Hampton's (1864-1959) account of his parents' journey to Texas, as told to him by his father, Carlos.   Dr. Carlos D. and 
Cornellia C. Hampton had left Michigan for Texas with their three sons to begin a new life there in 1858.  In 1862, the 
rising tensions between the North and South forced Mrs. Hampton to undertake a harrowing journey through hostile 
territory back to Michigan, accompanied only by her three sons.  There she was reunited with her husband, who had 
enlisted in the 4th Michigan Infantry as Assistant Surgeon.  Soellner used maps and family photos to complement her talk. 
 
In 1875, the family moved to Northern Michigan from Hudson, Michigan.  At the age of 91, Will E. Hampton recorded his 
memories of this move and his life in Harbor Springs and Charlevoix.  "Looking Backward:  Memories of Harbor Springs -- 
Then Known as 'Little Traverse'" was the subject of the second half of the program.  The Hampton home was on the bay 
but Carlos also had a homestead 3 miles out of town, toward today's ski areas.  Will recalled events from his childhood 
such as the 2-year “flight of the Passenger Pigeons" in 1876-78, when millions of birds filled the sky, then as mysteriously 
disappeared; and encounters with bears.  
 
The Hampton family was active in local affairs.  Dr. Carlos Hampton became the first Mayor (President) of Harbor Springs 
in 1881.  Will's older brother Charles, a schoolteacher, started the newspaper Harbor Springs Independent in 1878.  When 
he was elected state representative in 1884, he turned the reins over to his younger brother Will, setting in motion Will's 
newspaper career.  
 
Will E. married Jennie E. Lathrop in 1885, and in 1890 the couple moved with their son (also Charles) to Charlevoix, 
where 2 more sons, Victor and Soellner's father, (also Will), were born.  For the next twenty years Will E. was the editor 
and publisher of the Charlevoix Courier.  He owned the Niles Daily Sun, and served as Charlevoix’s Mayor for two terms, 
the City's post master, and President of the Board of Education.  While mayor, he wrote the letter that led to the building of 
Northern Michigan's first Carnegie Library, in Charlevoix in 1909.    
 
Will E. published Carlos's account of the Texas adventure in his newspaper, the Charlevoix Courier.  His memoir was 
published in the Harbor Springs newspaper during the city's Centennial celebration. Copies of the original manuscript are 
on file at University of Michigan Historical Collections.   
 

Soellner also shared several tables of Hampton family memorabilia, now on display at the Charlevoix Historical Society.  
 

 
 
Lighthouse Memories 
Dale Earl Hutzler 
 
In July, long-time Boyne City resident Dale Ernest Hutzler described his boyhood experiences living on North and South 
Manitou Islands, in Charlevoix, and in Northport in his talk “Lighthouse Memories.”  Hutzler was the youngest of six 
children born to Zella Mabie Furst and Ernest George Hutzler, a lighthouse keeper.  As a result of growing up around and 
in lighthouses, Hutzler has a lifelong love of lighthouses and sailing, which he describes as "in my blood."   
 
After emigrating in 1854 from Bavaria, Dale's great-grandfather George Hutzler left his wife and children in New York to 
find a place to settle.  He took a job on a sailing-steam schooner and sailed through the Straits of Mackinaw toward 
Chicago.  Noting that South Manitou Island is the closest island to Chicago, he left the boat, cut wood all winter long, built 
a cabin, and in 1856 brought his family to the island.   More Hutzler families came to the Island and became successful 
farmers.  
 

[continued on page 6…]
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Lighthouse Memories 
[…continued from page 5.] 

 
Dale is from a family of sailors.  His great uncle Louis began his Lighthouse service in 1892 at South Manitou Island.  
Dale’s father began his career as a lighthouse keeper in 1904 when he broke with family tradition and left the farm on 
South Manitou Island to work in the lighthouse.  The next year he accepted the position of 2nd Assistant Keeper of St. 
Martin Island.  Besides his great uncle and father, Dale’s uncles, almost all of his cousins, and 2 brothers either were 
lighthouse keepers or Coast Guard members.  His sister married a Coast Guardsman, and his brother joined the navy.    
 
His boyhood was spent on the islands and the water.  He knew where shipwrecks were because he could see them from 
his boat and through the ice when he skated over them.  He played in shipwrecks cast on the shore.  He had shore birds 
for pets, much to his parent’s dissatisfaction.  When the chicks hatched, they imprinted to him, and followed him 
everywhere he went.   Island schoolhouses are generally located centrally, necessitating long walks from the lighthouse in 
perilous weather, and giving rise to various adventures.  
 
In1935 Ernest moved his family to Charlevoix, where he became the lighthouse keeper for the U.S. Light House Service 
until 1940.  The family lived at 103 Park Avenue, in the home originally built by Amos Fox, now the site of Hoffmann Park.  
Dale said “I felt like a kid in a candy store”.  He bought his “first wheels, a LaSalle bicycle with balloon tires” at the age of 
13 from Ben Brown’s dealership.  He played on the half-sunk Sanford down by the docks until it was salvaged for parts.   
Ernest took charge of the Little Traverse Lighthouse outside of Northport in 1940.  There, Dale bought his first car, a 1939 
Willys, “because 9 miles was a long way to walk to get to town on the weekends”.  His father retired in 1946 and Dale left 
to work in Detroit.  He took a different path, joined the Air Force, and later worked for Chrysler in Detroit.  But he always 
had a boat.  
 
In 1976, Dale and his wife Anne retired to Boyne City, where they owned property.  
He loved Boyne City, but he missed the lighthouses, so he designed one for the 
city.  After several revisions and a bit of creativity (he used an old bowling ball and 
put a brass rod through it for the ball and lightning rod and a lantern from an old 
shipwreck hangs over the door) Boyne City got its lighthouse.  Dale says “A 
lighthouse is like a church.  They both save souls.” 
 
Dale has another suggestion for Boyne City:  add the lighthouse to the city’s logo.  
Great idea, don’t you think? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

10,000 Years of Northern Michigan Cultures 
Frank Stead 
                                      
Frank Stead, former educator of 19th century geography and geology at North Central Michigan College, gave this 
presentation.  More than 50 people attended the program at the Greensky Indian Mission United Church.   
 
Before the Anishinabe called this land theirs, other people traveled through and lived here, beginning nearly 10,000 years 
ago.  They shaped the land to suit their needs and their handiwork is part of our modern Charlevoix County.  These 
people came for many of the same reasons that people do today.  They sought fresh water, animal life, vegetation, and 
chert (flint).   When they traveled, they used the shoreline to guide them.  In the spring they returned from the Grand 
Rapids and Chicago areas to gather at Hayes Township’s Big Rock, a landmark easily identified, even in a storm.  From 
there, they went to Harbor Springs (Land of the Crooked Tree) , Cross Village, Burt Lake, and other areas in Northern 
Michigan.  In the fall, many returned south, and some stayed the winter, living in the frozen swamp areas where there was 
little wind.   

[continued on page 7…] 
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10,000 Years of Northern Michigan Cultures 
[…continued from page 6.] 
 

Stead explained the uses of a variety of artifacts he has collected.  He 
found many along the beaches, and others at construction and 
excavation sites in town.  Referring to them as “simple technology”, 
Stead explained that the items were carried in a pouch he called a 
“survival kit.”  Most are stone, because tools made of organic materials 
such as bone, or fragile materials such as clay, do not survive the 
elements.  He displayed anchor stones, scrapers, grinding stones of 
hard limestone found in sand dunes, medicine spoons, and awls.   
Most tools were designed for right-handed use, indicating that then, as 
now, approximately 75% of people were right-handed.  Several 
members of the audience shared items from family collections and 
Frank discussed their possible uses. 
 
 
 
 

 
Stead estimates the life span of these prehistoric people at approximately 45 years. Life was difficult; there were 
treatments for illnesses but few cures.  They suffered from diseases like syphilis and tuberculosis, but had little immunity 
to the “common cold,” so were susceptible to outside infections.  Many of us will live to see our great-grandchildren; these 
people barely had time to meet their grandchildren.  Stead advised that anyone looking for artifacts should be very 
cautious about where they search and be sensitive to cultural requirements for special handling. 
 

 
Photo Detective 
Maureen Taylor 
 
In September, internationally known expert Maureen Taylor presented her Photo Detective Keynote Speech & Workshop 
at the Charlevoix Public Library.  CCHPS and three other groups co-sponsored the two-day events.   
 
A large group of people attended Taylor's Friday night keynote speech, “Tales from the Photo Detective.”  She examined 
a collection of old photos and shared how she uses the clues she finds in each one to “bring it to life.”  The evening's 
highlight was the presentation of the 7th Annual Margaret Duerr Book Award to John Frey.  The Duerr award is given to 
an individual who has demonstrated a special interest in the quality of life of northern Michigan. Mr. Frey has contributed 
over many years to several area and State environmental, artistic, and educational organizations and programs.  This 
award honors the mother of CCHPS Director and Secretary, Tony Duerr. 
 
On Saturday, Taylor presented two workshops. In “Identifying and Dating Family Photographs,” she described ten steps 
for naming those unidentified pictures tucked away in shoeboxes. Following a delicious box lunch catered by the Alcove 
Café, she presented the second workshop.  “Preserving Family Photographs” covered everything a family photographer 
needs to know about caring for photographs, including printing and sharing digital images and how to safely label photos.   
 
Taylor’s tips include: 
� Use acid and lignin-free paper and polypropylene sleeves   
� Display a copy of your photo, and keep the original in storage 
� Try to identify your photographs 
� Store them in a stable environment (low humidity & temperature; light and bug free, not the attic or basement) 
� Never use magnetic albums with adhesive pages, crop original photos, or write on them 
 
On both days of the program, we provided information about CCHPS and sold books by local authors at our two display 
tables.  The authors, Ted Halsted, Molly Kircher, and George Lasater, are donating a portion of the proceeds to CCHPS.   
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A Special Invitation… 
The Mission of the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is to promote understanding and appreciation of the 
heritage of the people of Charlevoix County through collaboration with the townships thereof and the public by searching 
out, collecting, preserving, and interpreting artifacts of historical and cultural significance.  Membership in the Charlevoix 
County History Preservation Society is open to anyone interested in the mission, objectives, and purposes of the society.  
Would you, or do you know of someone who would, be interested in taking part in the preservation of our county’s history.   
Participation may be in a variety of ways… but it all starts with taking the first step.  Won’t you please take that step and 
join us? 
 
Collector- Individual: $15.00  
Collector- Family: $25.00  
Preserver:   $50.00 to $99.00         
Protector:   $100.00 to $499.00 
Collaborator:   $500.00 and above. 
 

Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is a nonprofit corporation that has been recognized as exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. Check with your tax advisor to determine what portion of your dues are tax deductible. 

 
Please direct all membership dues to: 

CCCCCCCCHPSHPSHPSHPS    
946 N. Advance Road 
Boyne City, MI  49712. 
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Loeb Schoolhouse 
Cchps board members take a tour 
 

On August 8th, several CCHPS board members toured the Loeb Schoolhouse with owner Cathie Terrill and former 
owner Robert Waun.   The building is for sale, so we took this opportunity to see a piece of Charlevoix County history 
and to dream a little.    

I first saw the School listed in the Real Estate Sampler section of Country Living Magazine’s September 2009 edition.  
It sits on ½ acre, and the asking price is only $159,000.  A spacious carriage house, built in 1991, sits behind the 
schoolhouse on a second ½-acre lot.  Its asking price is $167,000.   My immediate thought was that it would be the 
perfect home for CCHPS!!   With more than 5,000 square feet and incredible historical significance, the possibilities 
seem endless.  It has plenty of room for history workshops and classes; a full auditorium in the basement for historical 
reenactments; tons of exhibit, library, office, and museum space; and storage space for our archives.  It is located near 
the Charlevoix County seat, making the area a Mecca for history buffs and genealogists alike.  Let’s just say I had a 
hard time falling asleep that night and several board members almost got calls at 2 AM!    Several of our CCHPS 
members have since toured the schoolhouse and share my enthusiasm. 

While working on his Master’s degree in Historic Preservation at Eastern Michigan University, William M. Danforth II, 
wrote “2009 The Loeb School:  A Historic Structure Report.” He stated:  “Surviving for ninety-two years, the Loeb 
School in Marion Township, embodies the craftsmanship, attention to detail, and material usage of a bygone era.”  
Suffice it to say, by the time we left, we had our long-range plan formulated, the grounds landscaped, and our first 
fundraising gala on the calendar! 

                                                    

 

 

 

Danforth donated a copy of his report to CCHPS, and agreed to share the material on the next page in our newsletter.  
We hope that this will spark an interest in the importance of preserving our Charlevoix history and perhaps our 
members and readers will share their Loeb Schoolhouse memories, photographs, and memorabilia.    
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The Loeb Schoolhouse of the past (above) and the  
same building as it appears today (left). 



 

 

 

Historical Overview  In 1917 Albert Loeb, lawyer and Vice President of Sears, Roebuck, and Company 
commissioned Chicago architect Alfred Heun to design a test farm complex in Charlevoix Michigan.  Heun’s 
design style was intended to be reminiscent of the old farmsteads of Normandy.  The structures of Loeb Farms, 
more commonly referred to as Castle Farms, were part of a model experimental agricultural farm.  A key figure 
in the early development of Sears, Roebuck, and Company, Loeb conceived of the farm as a model in which 
the most up-to-date agriculture could be practiced with modern business efficiency.  The construction of the 
farm complex would employ hundreds of skilled workers from the conception through completion.  Providing an 
important source of employment for many local families, Loeb Farms would continue its intended use as an 
agricultural test farm until the late 1920’s.  

As a champion of education, Mr. Loeb understood the need for a centrally located county schoolhouse.  
Understanding the existing educational void for local children, the Loeb School, a gift by Mr. Loeb to the 
children of rural Charlevoix County was erected in 1917.  The chosen location for the schoolhouse was 
approximately one mile due west of the farm complex.  This centralized location was set at a higher location, 
surrounded by open tracts of rolling pastures.  The original property deed dated July 18, 1869 and a 
contemporary survey conducted by Ferguson & Chamberlain Associates Inc. places the project site as follows.  
Commencing at the Northeast corner of the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼  of Section 11 Township 33.  North 
of range 8 east, running thence south 10 rods.   Thence west 16 rods. Thence north 10 rods. Thence east to 
the point of the beginning.  The approximate area of land is 1.00 acre. 

The Loeb School is architecturally unique in comparison to other county school buildings of its era.  
… Expanding from the traditional one room schoolhouse structure, the Loeb schoolhouse contained two larger 
classrooms divided by administrative office space.  Other notable variations to the interior space were the four 
bathrooms, one located at each corner of the building.  While many schoolhouses had not yet been introduced 
to indoor bathroom facilities, the presence of four at the Loeb School was certainly a luxury.  To accommodate 
such plumbing, two septic systems were installed, one at the south end of the site and one at the north.  Water 
to the school is provided by an Artesian well.  Designed by Albert Heun, the fieldstone construction of the Loeb 
School is similar to his design work on other structures in the region, most notably the Loeb Farm complex.  

After the Loeb School was completed, it served its intended use as an elementary school for the children of rural 
Charlevoix County beginning in 1918.  It was one of two public buildings in Marion Township.  The township hall, which 
remains the local venue for meetings, is the other.  Operation of the school continued for the first half of the twentieth 
century until dwindling enrollment and obsolescence forced it into closure.  It is not certain when it ceased operation as 
class lists are unavailable after 1940.  It is believed that operation continued until 1950.  The school building found a 
second life when it was purchased from the school district by the Art Mort family in the 1950s and for about 30 years 
operated as Mort Wood Products.  For another 11 years, it was owned by Art’s son Jack and his wife Jean Mort, who in 
partnership with Earl Kroll from Ironton and Bud Cummins from East Jordan operated Charlevoix Fixtures and built and 
sold floor display fixtures.   Current owner Cathie Terrill operated a successful design business out of the school and 
later expanded to include an antique business and art gallery.  Throughout the years, the unusually spacious Loeb 
School became an excellent example of adaptive use.  

Many architectural changes have occurred to the School over the years.  However, according to Danforth, they have 
not adversely affected the architectural integrity of the structure and were required by its evolving use.  Most of the 
modifications have been made to interior spaces, and are easily reversed.  The structure’s exterior remains 
architecturally intact.    

What a wonderful dream come true it would be to see the Loeb Schoolhouse fall into the hands of people sensitive to 
preservation!   

GeorgannaGeorgannaGeorgannaGeorganna    
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