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Dear CCHPS members and friends, 
 
It will be only six years ago in June that eleven people got together to discuss concerns that the history of Charlevoix County was in 
jeopardy of being lost forever.  Today, three of the original people (Peg Jersey, Lois Dexter, and myself) joined by over seventy other 
CCHPS members are working hard to see that the history of this wonderful county is preserved for future generations.  Although we have 
a long way to go, progress is being made.  I am happy to announce that CCHPS has a home now which affords us a place to store our 
growing collections, to work on our numerous projects, and very importantly, apply for grants for the necessary equipment to assist with 
these projects.  The board of directors (and we are soon to be ten!) is very excited about all the plans and goals for 2010, and we hope 
you will be too.  So please read on to find out more, and remember if you even think you are interested in being more involved or just 
have a suggestion or idea, give me or any of the directors a call.   We LOVE hearing from you!   
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Georganna Monk 

 

We now have nearly 80 members!!  We would like to extend a big welcome and thank you to all of our members, new, returning, and 
renewing.  Your support makes it possible for us to “preserve the past for the future.”  If it is renewal time for you, we have enclosed a 
membership form and mailing envelope in this newsletter.  Members who receive their newsletters by email will also receive email renewal 
reminders; they can download the renewal form from our website.  In May the Board of Directors decided to raise our membership dues 
by $5 a year, to help cover the costs of our meetings, our various programs, and our newsletters.  At the same time, we are looking for 
ways to reduce our costs.   
 
One of our largest expenses is the newsletter, in spite of the fact that the hundred hours or so that go into it are donated.  Would you 

consider receiving your newsletter by email?  Perhaps this can entice you:   
 
Our electronic newsletters will be in color starting with our summer edition, and you can share them by forwarding the email. 
You can still print your newsletter if you like, but think how much clutter you will eliminate. 
We will send the newsletters as pdfs -- they'll work no matter what kind of computer you have. 
 
Whether or not you would be willing to accept a newsletter by email, please let us know what your email address is by sending us -- an 
email, of course!  Even if you still want us to mail paper newsletters, we can use your email address to send you updates and let you know 
about upcoming programs.  Drop us a note:  charlevoixchps@yahoo.com  
 

Our new website has been in operation for a year now.  More than 900 visitors have looked at 2500 different pages.  People from all over 
the U.S. and from several foreign countries have visited.  January and February of this year we set new records for viewership.  Wondering 
how much we spend on the website?  Not much!  We pay an annual registration fee for our domain name – www.cchps.info.  The first year 
we had an introductory rate of $1.99.  This year it’s $34.95.  That’s it.  Visit if you haven’t already, and tell us whether you are getting your 
money’s worth.     

We are compiling recipes for a CCHPS cookbook.  We're especially interested in recipes that have been handed down through your 
families, and we'd like to hear all about the people who gave them to you.  If you have pictures -- maybe the person who gave you the 
recipe, maybe the house where you first tasted it, maybe the old cafe where you ordered it -- please consider lending them to us for the 
cookbook.  Email your recipes to Jane Prebble at rusduffers2@charter.net, or mail them to her at 946 N Advance Rd, Boyne City. 

You have talents and gifts, interests and passions.  Our projects need you!  Do you have a few hours to give CCHPS?  Take a minute to 
look over some of our programs and projects on our website.  See one that interests you?  Let us know.  No experience necessary.  And 
here’s another secret: it’s fun.  But beware, it is also addictive.  Call any board member to see how you can help. 

http://www.cchps.info/
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Our annual meeting is coming up in July.  That’s when you elect people to fill 6 open positions on the Board of Directors.  The Nominating 
Committee has recommended the following slate of candidates for 2-year terms beginning upon election: 

Charles Gremel 

Chuck is retired from a successful thirty year career at General Motors.  His expertise is in financial analysis and marketing for the 
automotive industry.  He presently is a business consultant to automobile dealerships throughout the United States.  Chuck is a Navy 
veteran with an undergraduate Accounting Degree and a MBA from Wayne State University in Detroit.  He has been an active participant in 
various capacities on two condominium boards and one sailing organization.  He lives in Boyne City with his wife, Linda. 

Gerald Hummel (incumbent) 

Patrick McCleary (incumbent) 

Georganna Monk (incumbent) 

Mark Postma (incumbent) 

Jane Prebble (incumbent) 

Biographies of the 5 current directors are on our website.  You can also refresh your memory regarding how elections take place and how 
to nominate candidates from the floor by reviewing the bylaws, which can be downloaded from our website. 

Eric Hemenway is an Odawa/Anishnaabe from Cross Village, Michigan.   He works as a Research/Repatriation Assistant in the 
Archives/Records and Cultural Preservation Department for the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians.   Eric is responsible for the 
repatriation of items and remains of deceased tribal members, resolving problems that have gone on for decades, or even a century.   Eric 
also cares for several Odawa cemeteries in Emmet County.  His work takes him all over the country, and his global contacts help him 

locate items from the Great Lakes in the museums of Europe. 

Eric will tell us why his tribe has created his position within its government, why it is important to care for the ones who have passed on, 
and how the activities of his department continue time-honored customs practiced by the Odawa for centuries.  Join Eric at the Greensky 
Hill Indian Mission United Methodist Church’s Susan Hall at 08484 Greensky Hill Road in Hayes Township.   A map and excellent directions 
can be found at www.greenskyhill.com or call Georganna for more information. 

Presenter Raechel Wright will use a stone monument to tell the story of a young pioneer woman and her house. In 1869, 21-year-old 
widow Lennie Ingalls retained young ship builder and Mormon Ben Campbell to build a house for herself and her infant son.  It stayed in 
her family for more than 120 years until it was acquired by the City of Charlevoix in 1995 after the death of her granddaughter Erma. In 
2010 at the age of 140 years, it was burned to the ground, to make way for a parking lot. 

Raechel will describe CCHPS’s efforts to preserve the house, including obtaining a preliminary determination of its historic designation 
status, and she will describe how CCHPS worked furiously in the days leading up to the fire, to salvage as much as could be salvaged from 
the house for use in preservation projects across Northern Michigan.  A special surprise guest will share fun stories from the pioneer days, 
and answer your questions.  Join us at the Charlevoix Historical Society Depot in Charlevoix. 

Speaker Karen Lewis, well-known exhibit curator and preservationist, has collected Native American baskets for many years.  She will 
share some of her collection with us while giving a brief history of basketry, including construction methods and design.  The focus will be 
on the transitional period in Michigan, when Native Americans went from making baskets for their own survival needs to creating them for 
the survival of others.  Bring your baskets and questions for Karen to discuss after the program which will be held in the Community Room 
of the Boyne District Library, downtown Boyne City.  The Annual Meeting will take place immediately following Karen’s presentation. 

           

http://www.greenskyhill.com/
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Charlevoix’s City Council endorsed the unanimous recommendation of the Downtown Development Association (DDA), and decided to raze 
the Lennie Ingalls home at 108 Park Avenue in spite of its historic status.  A filmmaker approached Keith Carey, Executive Director of the 
DDA, and to make a long story short, the building was burned for the film, presumably providing the city fire fighters with a practice fire, 
and producing demolition cost savings.  Before the fire, local historical groups managed to salvage parts of the interior, along with most of 
the windows, for use in other restoration projects.  To see what remains of the structures on the Park Avenue Prowl, see 
www.charlevoixparkavenue.com.   Want to see the fire?  Go to our website – there’s a short video clip there.   
 

News Flash!! Michael Cain, Boyne City Manager, has informed us that the city has been awarded an MEDC Infrastructure Capacity 
Enhancement (ICE) grant of $285,000, to make improvements to the water system and restore the 1910 building to use as a water 
booster station.  We are well on our way to restoring the building. In addition, the City submitted a proposal for a “Certified Local 
Government” preservation grant on March 31.  And finally, the 1910 Historic Restoration Group’s Fundraising Committee has kicked into 
action and will begin raising matching funds this summer.  CCHPS will continue to work on a history display for the building under the 
direction of our president, Georganna Monk.   

The Grants Committee is working on proposals to help fund several projects.   

1910 Water Works Building –CCHPS will seek grants to build a history display in the building, thereby contributing to the match 
required for the City’s grant.1 

StoryCorps – the committee will begin working on grants for a weekend-long oral history event in 2011, featuring the popular national 
project.  Read details below. 

Collections Management – we will set up a computer, scanner, copier, storage, and everything else we need to get all of the records 
we’re collecting cataloged and stored properly.  Once we get that completed, we’ll be on our way to making all of this information 
accessible to you for your use and enjoyment.   This project has been resurrected from a year ago -- we now have a place to work, a 
home that will help make this project feasible.  We expect this to be a 2011 project.   

… 

With the availability of good quality digital point and shoot cameras, another tool for history preservation is in the arsenal of historical 
buffs.  The benefits of making images of documents, pictures and artifacts with simple digital cameras include the saving, easy accessing 
and sharing of historical items.  These can range from a simple image of Aunt Bessie’s favorite tea cup to entire volumes of municipal 
records.   Many items are lost or destroyed by owners who are not aware of their historical importance, either to a family or the general 
public.  While the saving of historic items usually involves cataloging and protected storage of the item itself, the making of a digital image 
will assure that the fact of its existence will not be lost to posterity.    

While limited accessibility to stored items is fundamental to their protection, having a good set of images for reference and use means that 
the items themselves will not have to be handled any more that absolutely necessary, thereby protecting and extending their life.  The size 
of the artifact is no longer an obstacle for, whether a hatpin or a hay wagon, the items are reduced to a common format.  Storing an 
image on a computer, disk or any digital storage device makes it easily retrievable.  It also makes it easy to copy and send to others.  The 
best part of history preservation is sharing the information with others who have the same or similar interest.                     

Hummel discussed the equipment needed including camera, easels, copy stands and lighting.  As a minimum, the camera should have at 
least a 5 MP (megapixel) image capacity to secure sharp images, a flash control including an on-off feature, a close-up mode for detailed 
images and a tripod mount for steadiness.  The point and shoot cameras produced today have many features in compact, low priced units.  
Some of the more desirable features to look for are a large view screen; large control buttons that are easily operated; a “super” macro or 
“micro” focus setting; convenient size; rechargeable battery; and “whiteness” control to compensate for different sources of lighting.  The 
use of an easel, copy stand or tripod is one of the best practices to insure sharp images.  Hummel displayed a low-cost, simple copy stand 
which can be home built for flat documents.  Also, he demonstrated the use of a table setup with appropriate background cloth for larger, 

http://www.charlevoixparkavenue.com/
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three dimensional artifacts.  Any setup can be adapted for point and shoot as long as it provides the three essentials of stability, a good 
adjustment range for the camera and light support.   

The various qualities of light were discussed ranging from sunlight to 4800 Kelvin bulbs.  When conditions permit, the most economical 
and color-true lighting is sunlight.  Incandescent and daylight fluorescent bulbs can be used; however, the color rendition in the image is 
not unusually true.  This can be offset to some degree if the camera has a “white” light control.  Hummel demonstrated the difference 
between the use of daylight-fluorescent and 4800 degree Kelvin studio bulbs.  While the best lighting is produced by the 4800 K bulbs, the 
Daylight fluorescent bulb can be a cooler and less expensive alternative if color rendition is not of major concern.  Regardless of the type 
of lighting, there is a need to be careful to watch for glare and “hot spots” which “blow out” parts of the image.  This can be observed by 
viewing by eye from directly behind the camera and is readily checked in the digital review screen.   

The presentation also covered techniques for digitization of local government documents and family records.  CCHPS has experience in 
digitizing township records including books, journals, property tax rolls.  In addition, many townships have birth, death and voting records 
some of which pre-date county records and contain more detail.  Hummel discussed the CCHPS activity in Hayes and Melrose Townships 
and showed examples of digitized documents.  The processes of setting up, test shots and production shooting were explained.  The 
volume of township documents which could be saved through digitization is extensive.  CCHPS will train work groups of volunteers to carry 
out the digitization activity needed at various sites.   

In the area of family history, the point and shoot camera wielded by an interested family member can be applied to Bibles, certificates, 
letters, obituaries, photographs and artifacts.  Hummel pointed out that sharing digital images can open up communication between family 
members and uncover a richer, in-depth family history.  Hummel urged the attendees to give Point and Shoot…History a try.  Everyone has 
family treasures to find and stories to tell.  

Have you heard of StoryCorps?  It is an independent nonprofit project whose mission is to honor and celebrate one another’s lives through 
listening.  Since 2003, more than 50,000 people have shared life stories with family and friends through StoryCorps.  Each conversation is 
recorded on a CD to share, and is preserved at the Library of Congress.  It is one of the largest oral history projects of its kind, and 
millions of people listen to weekly broadcasts on NPR’s Morning Edition and on the organization’s website, www.storycorps.org. 

We will collaborate with the Charlevoix Public Library and other organizations to bring StoryCorps to Charlevoix County as the headliner of 
the Fair.  StoryCorps will send trained staff and portable recording equipment to capture six 40-minute interviews each day as part of a 
three-day event.  CCHPS will receive a set of the uncut interviews and photographs after the event.  The interviews will be archived at the 
American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  Our job will be to line up the participants and coordinate.  Call Mark or Raechel if you 
would like to help us plan this event. 

Genealogy and researching my family history have been a part of my life for more than 30 years. My 
journey into my own family’s past began at the age of ten shortly after discovering a three great 
grandfather’s Bible at my grandmother’s home. From that time forward my interest in “from whence I 
came” has never waned. In fact, even 30 years later, it continues to grow with each new discovery.  I 
think that most of us have had similar experiences. Curiosity about those who are named in an ancient 
family document; puzzling over a family photograph and speculating on the relationships of those 

pictured; longing to know more about the original owner of a prized family heirloom. I have also come 
to believe that most of us have a natural curiosity to know more about those who came before us; why 
they chose to settle in some locations, while leaving others behind; and what became of family 
members who have long since been forgotten among living relatives. These are all things that have 
motivated my continued quest to learn more of my own family’s past, and to assist others in doing the 
same. My hope is that these same things will now motivate you to begin your own journey. 

As President of the Charlevoix County Genealogical Society (CCGS), I frequently explain to people that, as with many skills that we 
develop and use in our everyday lives, I have come to tackle my genealogical puzzles in the same, methodical way that you would an 
elaborate jigsaw puzzle. Looking at each of the individual “pieces” available to me, questioning where I might find more to substantiate or 

http://www.storycorps.org/
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add to what I already know, and then discovering how these items (old and new) fit into the larger picture. In doing so, I have developed 
many insights into where to locate sources, how to read and glean from these sources, and how to record my findings in a logical and 
useful way. It is these skills that I hope you take away from this series of articles, and put into use to make your own discoveries. 

In each of my upcoming articles, I hope to offer our readers two highlights. The first will consist of an easily achievable research 
suggestion. These suggestions or “tips” will be realistic for the novice researcher, and will hopefully help you glean a positive result 
through a nominal investment of time and energy. The second portion of each article will provide readers with an opportunity to pose a 
question about how to begin or proceed with their current lines of research. Based on the responses received, I will try to customize that 
issue’s article to address that same topic.  In this way, perhaps we can work together to help each of you delve into the wonderful 
adventure that is your past! 

Happy Hunting! 

Patrick McCleary    thepastfinder@hotmail.com 

By Raechel Wright 
 
We’ve been having lively debates on the board about whether there’s a difference between genealogy research and history research and 
what it means to “do history.”  We’re learning quite a bit from our discussions and our research, and think you might be interested as well.   
 
One of our objectives as an organization is to work collaboratively with others, including the Charlevoix County Genealogical Society, 
whose president, Patrick McCleary, has a seat on our board.  What would we have if we put the best of “history” together with the best of 
“genealogy”?  One answer is our own Undine project, a comprehensive study of everything we can find about that lost Lake Charlevoix 
settlement.  Read about recent progress on that project elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 

But what is “historical research,” anyway?  Most of us know more about doing genealogy than we do about doing history.  So we’re going 
to look at one aspect of “doing history” in each newsletter and consider how that might apply to a local historical society.  And then we will 
ask ourselves how this might be different from “doing genealogy,” and how the two might complement each other.  Want to skip ahead?  
Try this: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_method.   It will make you glad that you didn’t major in history in college.   
 
Ask a Good Question.  You don’t do all of that research to kill time.  You’re trying to figure something out.  If your question is too broad 
or vague, you can plan to spend the rest of your life gathering and digesting all of the information required to answer it.  So make the 
question as small and specific as you can.  “Why was the 1910 Water Works building important?”  “Who started the Ironton Ferry, and 
why?”  “What’s the oldest building in Charlevoix?”  “What’s the story behind the convict ship?”  Start by finding something that interests 
you.  Maybe it’s parades.  Maybe it’s railroads.  Outhouses (there’s actually a book about the history of outhouses!).  A particular farm.  
The old Ferry Seed Company.  The controversy over the county seat.  A particular mill that was built on a local stream.  Then ask yourself 
a few starter questions about it, things you’re curious about.   
 
Talk to your local librarian, fellow members of CCHPS or other historical societies, anyone you think might be knowledgeable.  Now you’re 
going to start revising your questions, because they may already have been answered, and there’s no point in just reading about the 

history research someone else did.  Mull all of this over for awhile.  Ask yourself “why then?” and “why there?”  Start looking for “primary 
documents” – things from the time and place you’re interested in, birth records, deeds, treaties, land maps, legislation, public health 
records, newspapers, correspondence – anything that survives from that time. 
 
As soon as you start looking into your question, you’re going to raise more questions.  It will get bigger and bigger, so start small and keep 
cutting stuff away so it stays small.  As you play around with the ideas, you’ll find new questions, more specific questions, and wind up 
with something you’d like to research.  You might start with “What was life like for the early pioneers in Charlevoix County?”  After you 
poke around for awhile, you might wind up at “How did the smallpox epidemic of 1872 affect people in Charlevoix County?” and that might 
become “How was the smallpox epidemic of 1872 reported by Charlevoix County newspapers?”   
 
Keep your eye open for controversies or disagreements.  Something that people disagree about will be much more interesting to research, 
especially if you help settle the question.  When you’ve found a question or two, you’re ready to begin your research.  Now how is this 
different from how you do genealogy research?  Well, the most obvious thing is that with genealogy research you don’t keep trying to 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_method
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make your question smaller; usually you have a person or a family in mind, and you just find everything you can about them.  It keeps 
getting bigger as you go.  There’s usually no reason to look for controversy; you’re just trying to acquire a complete understanding of 
something.  And finally, instead of asking “why then?” and “why there?” you’re asking yourself “who are these people?”  A little different. 
 
While I’m on the topic of questions, here’s one for you:  Why are there no jokes about historians?  Lots of jokes about doctors, lawyers, 
plumbers, even economists.  Nothing about historians.  Really.  I’ve looked everywhere, and can’t find any. 

We have had several people inquire about the progress of the Undine project, as well as some 
interest in what is actually being “researched” in order to tell the tale of this nearly forgotten 
Charlevoix County settlement.  In response, I would like to take just a moment to respond.  As with 
any history project of this nature, there are obviously no formal or written accounts of the 
settlement or the individuals who once called Undine their home.  As a result, a major means of 

obtaining this biographical material is the direct result of researching newspapers- both local and 
regional, as well as those in the Sheboygan, Wisconsin and in other states where settlers and 
residents later moved or resided.  Although, extremely time consuming and tedious, this has also 
been an extremely rewarding project- resulting in several hundred pages of material being 
discovered, copied and compiled.  These findings include biographical material, business-related 

items, regional history tidbits, obituaries and even week-to-week correspondence columns pertaining to the school and the local 
community at large.  Once completed, all of these individual items will be compiled into a written biography of the Undine settlement as 
well as into personal biographies of those who once lived or had involvement there.                       
 
Presently, there are some 50+ families, as well as numerous other individuals being researched.  This has led to the remarkable finding 
that our early Undine families were not only connected to and involved with other local families, but also had ties and involvement in many 
of the other towns and villages throughout Charlevoix and Emmet counties.  This has been particularly useful when illustrating to others 
the importance of researching the history of our townships and rural communities.  For example, many of the early (and otherwise 
interesting) details surrounding the lives of various early leaders in the Charlevoix, Boyne City and East Jordan communities, material that 
has otherwise been omitted from their previously compiled biographies, continues to come to light within the pages of our Undine findings.   

 
Recently, we also learned that the Charlevoix Historical Society has in its possession a signature crazy quilt that was created by a number 
of Undine families!  What a remarkable “time capsule” of preserved history this will afford our research team, who has already made 
arrangements to view this item.    
 
Perhaps the most interesting and rewarding “success story” in recent months, has been locating and obtaining actual photographs of 
Undine’s “founding families,” settlement residents, the Cram, Whitford & Sons Sawmill operation, and even those of homesteads, buildings 
and property!  The phrase, “a picture speaks a thousand words” certainly fits these most recent finds.  Our photo album of Undine images 
continues to grow as new contacts are made with descendents and family historians alike- the direct result of both Internet and written 
correspondence.  Needless to say, this is a very time consuming venture- and one that will not be concluded in a matter of weeks or 
months.   
 

We persevere however, and continue toward our goal of making this the most comprehensive Charlevoix County settlement history to be 
written to date.  We encourage anyone with local or area ties to contact the CCHPS or a member of the Undine research team to inquire 
and share what they know about any aspect of this project.  Help us assure that Undine will truly be a “settlement remembered.” 

In anticipation of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War in 2011, the Charlevoix County Genealogical Society meeting on Thursday, June 
3rd will be all about helping folks through the process of verifying that their ancestors were veterans and requesting a stone for their 
graves.  Jane Prebble will share her experiences doing this, and show a video of the ceremony she hosted for her great grandfather.  
Members of the Emmet County Genealogical Society will be on hand to assist also.  The meeting is open to the public and begins at 7 PM 
in the Community Room at the Boyne District Library. 
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The Mission of the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is to promote understanding and appreciation of the heritage of the 
people of Charlevoix County through collaboration with its townships and the public by searching out, collecting, preserving, and 
interpreting artifacts of historical and cultural significance.  Membership in the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is open to 
anyone interested in the mission, objectives, and purposes of the society.  Would you, or do you know of someone who would, be 
interested in taking part in the preservation of our county’s history.   You can participate in a variety of ways… but it all starts with taking 
the first step.  Won’t you please take that step and join us? 
 
Collector- Individual: $20.00  
Collector- Family:  $30.00  
Preserver:   $50.00 to $99.00         
Protector:   $100.00 to $499.00 
Collaborator:   $500.00 and above. 
 

Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is a nonprofit corporation that has been recognized as exempt under §501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Check with your tax advisor to determine what portion of your dues are tax deductible. 

 

 


