
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Holiday Reminisces” 

 

 

 

We‘ll start with appetizers, fine conversation, and cash bar at 5:30 pm.  At 6:30 we 
will enjoy a buffet dinner featuring squash soup, broccoli salad, roasted sesame 

chicken breast, carved pork roast, green beans with almonds, and vanilla-glazed fresh 
fruit bowl.   

 

All-inclusive price for the dinner, including tip, will be $25 per person.  Send your 
check by November 22nd  to:  

                                            
                                            CCHPS – Holiday Dinner 

946 N Advance Road 

Boyne City, MI  49712. 
 

This year, you will be the speakers.  We invite everyone to submit a short holiday 
memory.  We will assemble them into a souvenir booklet that each diner will receive.  

Do you have a favorite holiday story, picture, favorite poem or recipe?  Look inside 
our newsletter for examples that have already been submitted.  Email your 

submissions to charlevoixchps@yahoo.com. For more information or questions, call 

Jane at 582-6202 or Georganna at 582-5326.  

Everyone who attends will be entered in a drawing to receive a professionally framed 
picture of the Advance Community.  The picture is an enlargement of an old postcard 

from the collection of Jane Prebble. 

               

Everyone – members, friends, and visitors – is welcome. 

 

 
Georganna Monk, President 
charlevoixchps@yahoo.com 

231-582-5326 
 

Raechel Wright, VP 
raecheltigner@gmail.com 

616-635-6972 
 

Jane Prebble, Treasurer 
rusduffers2@charter.net 

231-582-6202 
 

Tony Duerr, Secretary 
tonyduerr@hotmail.com 

231-237-9298 
 

Hannah David 
D_33_123@hotmail.com 

231-536-7103 
 

Chuck Gremel 
chuckgremel@aol.com 

 
Gerald Hummel 

jerrhumm@msn.com 
231-533-4405 

 
Cheri Leach 

cheri@ 
ravenhilldiscoverycenter.org 

231-536-3369 
 

Patrick McCleary 
patrickmccleary@charter.net 

231-348-8255 
 

Mark Postma 
mpostma@voyager.net 
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Dear CCHPS members and friends, 
 
Celebrating Family History Month came easy for me this year.  I often plan to do one, small project.  However, with so many other 
activities to accomplish, it usually falls to the wayside and I‘m left with good intentions to ―do it next year, for sure.‖  This year, my family 
history celebrations came first.  It all began with a trip downstate to visit our daughter and her family.  One of my sisters came from Ohio 
to join us for the weekend.  With her came the remaining boxes to ―divvy‖ up from my parents who passed away in 1998 and 2005.  I 
knew I‘d find my mom‘s coffee carafe lid someday!  And those 1953 Americana Encyclopedias dad invested in for his daughter‘s educations 
– they can‘t possibly be tossed into a recycle bin!  The very dented and scratched metal 7-UP cooler we dragged around to every Girl 

Scout outing, filled with ice and picnic supplies, just HAD to come home with me.  So, that weekend, three generations shared laughter, 
tears, and several, ―Oh no, YOU should have that,‖ as we sorted through those boxes of memories. 
 
I left to come back up north with a van-load of family treasures and my twenty-month-old Grandson, Simon.   He needed to be weaned 
anyway, and Nana couldn‘t wait to have him all to herself to get better acquainted.  So, for an entire week I did nothing else but ―be 
Nana,‖ and loved every precious minute of the experience.  I filled an entire memory card with pictures and used my digital recorder to 
collect lots of laughter and our many ―conversations.‖  It was a very special time- shared by just the two of us. 
 
Near the end of my week with Simon, word came that my Aunt Marie had died.  Though not completely unexpected, one is never really 
ready to hear those words- knowing that her death marks the end of an entire generation in that line of our family.  She was 90 years old 
and the youngest and last of her six siblings to pass.  At our family reunions, I had recorded her telling us amazing tales of what life was 
like growing up out in the country in Tennessee.  Being able to listen to her voice and hear her laughter now, was a great consolation. 
 
Sometimes we don‘t plan to do a family history project.  Sometimes, it just seems to happen.  Carry that little digital camera and recorder 
(and extra batteries) with you everywhere.  Who knows when your family history moments will come along… and you‘ll be glad you did. 
 
Safe and Happy Holidays to you all, 
 

Georganna Monk 

 

Welcome, new members, and thank you to all of our returning and renewing members.  Your support makes it possible for us to ―preserve 
the past for the future.‖  If it is renewal time for you, we have enclosed a membership form and mailing envelope in this newsletter.  
Members who receive their newsletters by email will also receive email renewal reminders; they can download the renewal form from our 
website.    
 
We continue to look for ways to cut costs.  One of our largest expenses is the newsletter, in spite of the fact that the hundred hours or so 
that go into creating it are donated.  Would you consider receiving your newsletter by email?   
 
Whether or not you would be willing to accept a newsletter by email, please let us know what your email address is by sending us -- an 
email, of course.  Even if you still want us to mail paper newsletters, we can use your email address to send you updates and let you know 
about upcoming programs.  Drop us a note:  charlevoixchps@yahoo.com  
 

We are compiling recipes for a CCHPS cookbook.  We're especially interested in recipes that have been handed down through your 
families, and we'd like to hear all about the people who gave them to you.  If you have pictures -- maybe the person who gave you the 
recipe, maybe the house where you first tasted it, maybe the old cafe where you ordered it -- please consider lending them to us for the 
cookbook.  Email your recipes to Jane Prebble at rusduffers2@charter.net, or mail them to her at 946 N Advance Rd, Boyne City.  Call Jane 
if you have questions, want to chat about the cookbook, or if you want to help:  231-582-6202.

 
 

mailto:charlevoixchps@yahoo.com
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The following historical items were all gleaned from early Charlevoix County sources.  They detail some of this 
county‘s early holiday events, and make mention of many of our county‘s earliest pioneer families.  Many of 
these early treasures were located within the pages and columns of The Charlevoix Sentinel- the region‘s earliest 
newspaper, which was published in Charlevoix, Michigan beginning in the late-1860‘s.  The articles were 
originally found by Patrick McCleary for use within the pages of Backtracking Pa‘s Roots- the quarterly newsletter 
for The Charlevoix County Genealogical Society.  Other items were simply extractions or local history items 
contained within his own personal records.   All items are used here with permission. We hope these tidbits of 
holiday reminisces will prompt you to submit one or two of your own!

Extracted from: 
The Charlevoix Sentinel                                                                      
December 30, 1879                                
Page 1 Column 4 
 

Christmas Eve was celebrated at the Methodist Church by the good people of Charlevoix and the little ones in glorious good style. A full 
rigged ship was raised on the dais, and her hull was loaded, and her rigging hung full of gifts for both big and little, from the bologna 
which Fred, our genial butcher, bestowed upon ―Wiggins‖ or hardware man, to the magnificent silver ice pitcher received by Mrs. Fox. Four 
hundred gifts were bestowed, and the Sunday school authorities saw that no one was forgotten among the little ones. Major Green made a 
happy speech to the Sunday school and all hears were merry. 
 

On Christmas night the maskers reveled in the dizzy waltz and the lively quadrille. All sorts of guises and disguises made up the total of a 
scene gorgeous and yet fantastic human disguises did not limit the freaks and youthful imagination, and the wild beast of the forest were 
brought in. When the floor was well filled, a swarthy Indian, armed and painted, entered leading a monstrous bear, perfect in form and 
motion. So perfect was the affair that many believed it too real for some time. The fears were not fully dispelled until, in the dance, his jig 
revealed human instinct instead of beastly ferocity. It is well understood that the graceful form of Doc Wood was beneath the bearskin. It 
is generally conceded that the last masquerade was the most successful of all.  
 
Extracted from: 
The Charlevoix Sentinel 
December 22, 1892 

 

  There will be Christmas exercises held at Sly‘s hall in Bay Shore on Christmas Eve. 

 
….And here is just one sample of the many oral history items submitted by Patrick McCleary.  They represent his favorite Christmas stories, 
as told to him throughout his lifetime by various members of his family.    A Christmas Memory… shared by my Aunt, Louise F. Lemons 
Moses (1920 – present) 

 
―We were luckier than most growing up.  Your Grandma Lemons, our mother, was a wonderful seamstress. She did remarkable work and 
was always being pestered to come and work for this one or that one in town.  So, we always had nicely tailored cloths, and never had to 
be embarrassed about the ―homemade‖ clothes that we wore.  Our things were made out of whatever material mom could lay her hands 
on- and a lot of the time, find material, and enough of it, was the most difficult thing for her.  One Christmas when your mother and I 
were still quite young, mom needed material to make our Christmas dresses… probably for some program at church that we had to be in.  
About the time she had given up on locating any material, it just happened that Mrs. Naylor, one of our neighbors on Pearl Street, was 
redecorating in time for the holidays, and she gave mom her old velvet drapes!  Your Grandma cut and turned that material so that each 
of us had a beautiful velvet dress.  I think she stayed up all of the night before crocheting collars and cuffs for them, attaching them with 
those small, hidden stitches by the light of an oil lamp at the kitchen table.  At the Christmas Eve service that night, everyone 
complimented the two of us on how pretty our dresses were.  Your mother‘s was blue and mine was a red one.  The best part was that no 
one ever guessed that they were made from Mrs. Naylor's old drapes!‖ 
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For our Holiday Reminisces book, CCHPS member Mary Beth Soellner is sharing many poems and Christmas cards written by her 
grandfather Will E. Hampton Sr. Born in 1864, Mr. Hampton served as Postmaster and two terms as Mayor of Charlevoix. He owned the 
Charlevoix Courier and Daily Sun in Niles, and was a charter member of the Pine Lake Lodge Knights of Pythias since 1890.  In an 
autobiography written on his  93rd birthday,  he said:  ―Got into the habit of writing rhymes when editing paper and kept it up to date of 
this writing‖.  He wrote ―Greetings of the Season‖ in 1945.        

              Once again we can say ―Merry Christmas‖     

                   And wish you ―Happy New Year‖.       

                  For the bombs are no longer falling, 

                      And our hearts no longer fear.  

                       The great World War is over, 

And as always, Justice wins, 

And Hitler and Mussolini 

Are o‘ertaken by their sins. 

And Emperer Hirohito 

Sits trembling on his throne, 

As he wonders if harikari 

Will for HIS sins atone. 

Our grand-son -- Buddy Hampton -- 

Fought the Japs in the jungles East, 

But now is back in the homeland, 

Since the firing has ceased. 

                                                                                                          

                           His sister Jean -- a Sargeant -- 

                                                                                                           With the ―WACS‖ in far Chungking — 

                                                                                                           We hope will soon be homing, 

                                                                                                          More Christmas Cheer to bring. 

                                                                                                                                      So this Christmas will be happy 

                                                                                                        For all the Hampton clan, 

                                                                                                       As they gather ‗round the table 

                                                                                                       For the meal their good cooks plan. 

                                                                                                         Thus with thankful hearts, we greet you— 

                                                                                                                                    Here‘s to you on Christmas Day. 

                                                                                                       May the New Year bring rich blessings, 

And all troubles fade away. 
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Have you heard of StoryCorps?  It is an independent nonprofit project whose mission is to honor and celebrate one another‘s lives through 
listening.  Since 2003, more than 50,000 people have shared life stories with family and friends through StoryCorps.  Each conversation is 
recorded on a CD to share, and is preserved at the Library of Congress.  It is one of the largest oral history projects of its kind, and 
millions of people listen to weekly broadcasts on NPR‘s Morning Edition and on the organization‘s website, www.storycorps.org. 
We will collaborate with the Charlevoix Public Library and other organizations to bring StoryCorps to Charlevoix County as the headliner of 
the Fair next summer.  StoryCorps will send trained staff and portable recording equipment to capture six 40-minute interviews each day 
as part of a three-day event.  CCHPS will receive a set of the uncut interviews and photographs after the event.  The interviews will also be 
archived at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  Our job will be to line up the participants, coordinate, and raise funds 
for the event (we have $5000 pledged already!)   

 
Want to help plan this event?  Want to help us seek grant funding for it?  Would you like to make a donation to support the project?  Call 
or email board members Mark Postma or Raechel Wright at the numbers on the first page.   

The 1910 Fundraising Committee held a ―100 Year‖ Birthday Party and Historical 
Preservation Fund Raiser on September 26, 2010 at the Boyne City Eagles.  CCHPS 
members Susan Vrondran and Donna Moll assisted at the event which was highlighted by 
live and silent auctions and the kickoff of the Building Sponsorship Drive. Over $1800.00 
was raised for the historical display planned for the front portion of the building.  Anyone 
wishing to contribute to the Building Sponsorship campaign can direct their donation to:  

City of Boyne City, 319 N. Lake St., Boyne City, MI 49712.  Sponsor names will go on a 
plaque which will be on display in the restored Water Works Building.    

 
The members of the history committee continue to search for any information pertaining 
to the Water Works Building‘s 100 year past.  Do you remember playing or living near 
there as a child?  Perhaps someone in your family worked there at one time.  Is the 
building in the background of an old photograph you‘ve seen?  If you have any 
information to share, please call Georganna at 582-5326. 

 

… 

By Bob Morgridge 

In August, we met at that Charlevoix Public Library to hear retired history teacher and noted author, Bob Morgridge, outline, in vivid detail, 
the life story of two of Charlevoix County‘s earliest, most industrious and admired pioneers- Zachariah and Mary Nevitt Morgan.  Using a 
power point presentation and a table display of Morgan family memorabilia, Bob described the journey that Zachariah and Mary Morgan 
made, beginning with their births and early lives in North Carolina and Washington, D.C.; their union in Haiti; return to the United States; 
to finally settling in the wilderness that would eventually became Boyne City.  Through hard work and sacrifice they prospered to become 
leading citizens of the town.  Zachariah is known as the area‘s first industrialist.  With Mary's help, he saved money and invested it in both 
the lumber industry and real estate.  In partnership with John Nicholls, he platted the village of South Boyne and also operated a brick 
yard which manufactured a cream colored brick. 

In the early years, the Morgan‘s built a fine farm and home.  Through their efforts, a school district was organized, of which Zachariah was 
one of the officers, and oversaw the building of the first Boyne City School.  He and Mary helped organize the Methodist Society church in 

1883- donating the land to build the church on.  He was an officer of the church for his entire life.  He held the office of Treasurer and 
Supervisor of Wilson Township for several years, and at the time of his death in 1894, was a trustee of the Boyne City Schools.  Mary, who 
was left with ten children when Zachariah died, was known for her kindness and helping those in need within her community.  She died in 
1957 at the age 106 - every business in Boyne City closing on the day of her funeral.  CCHPS board member, Patrick McCleary published a 
limited number of his publication, "Further Readings... Pertaining to The Morgan Family" which were made available at the program for a 
donation of $10.00.  Anyone interested in obtaining a copy of this booklet, please call Georganna at 231-582-5326. 

http://www.storycorps.org/
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By Floyd Wright and Mark Postma 

The September 27th, 2010 CCHPS Program was held at the East Jordan Senior Center. Speaker Floyd Wright of Wright Builders, developer 
and contractor of the Main Street Center project, was the focus of the evening‘s program.  He was assisted by Mark Postma, former mayor 
and city commissioner of East Jordan while the project planning and construction was underway. Mr. Wright explained to the audience 
how the incredible public/private cooperation and trust laid the groundwork that made it possible for this award winning project to take 
place. The idea and the plan: to take two buildings with some rich local history that had fallen deeply into disrepair and completely 
renovate them into a single building that would be an anchor and an asset in downtown East Jordan.  The cooperation between the City of 
East Jordan, Northern Lakes Economic Alliance, The State of Michigan, and the partners in the project, Charlevoix State Bank and Wright 
Builders made possible grants, bonds and historic tax Credits that made that idea financially feasible.

Mr. Wright outlined what needed to be done first to stabilize the structure, and then to bring it new life by reusing most of the original trim 
and millwork to make the building a shining example of what historic preservation can be. When the history of the building, planning and 
construction had all been discussed the spectators were taken on a tour of the building.  The quality and workmanship that have gone into 
Main Street Center was obvious to everyone.  

On Saturday, November 16th, CCHPS participated for the 3rd year in the Charlevoix County Genealogical Society Open House held at the 
Boyne District Library.  The annual Open House is held in conjunction with the statewide celebration of Family History Month and brings 
together other genealogy and history-related groups to share information with the general public and to network among themselves. 

Armed with computer, printer/copier/scanner, digital photo equipment and recorders, board members Mark Postma, Chuck Gremel, Jane 
Prebble, and Georganna Monk assisted in the collection of recipes, photographs, newspaper articles, pages from family bibles, family photo 
collections, and family history accounts- all to be used for our Undine project, historical cookbook project, and Holiday Reminisces Souvenir 
Booklet- the latter item to be gifted to anyone attending our Holiday Dinner on December 6th. 

Demonstrations were presented on digitizing and oral history data gathering.  CCHPS members, Doreen Monk, Donna Moll, and Linda 
Gremel assisted by helping to educate attendees about CCHPS goals, programs, and projects.  A fully outfitted vintage-style picnic basket 
donated by CCHPS member Lois Dexter was raffled and won by Kim Morgan of Alanson.  CCHPS would like extend a big thank you to the 
CCGS for the opportunity to again participate in this exciting and well-attended event. 

For those who have followed our previous articles and begun to piece together the preliminary names 
on their family tree, you have most likely already encountered female ancestors whose maiden names 
elude you, or other female daughters whose marriages you can‘t quite pin down. 

This is a common occurrence when researching any family tree.  Female ancestors are sometimes 
more difficult to track than their male counterparts because historically, women generated fewer 
records.  In these instances, you may have better luck by redirecting your focus on your mystery 
woman‘s husband or other male relatives.  His records- especially military pension applications, 
naturalization papers, court records- could provide you with her maiden name and other interesting 
details about her life and where she originated from.  Knowing this information will often times also be 
the key needed to link you to an earlier generation. 

When marriage information is unknown, probate files, deeds, tax documents, wills and church records 

are frequently the best means of finding out what you are hoping to know.   Sometimes even the local 
newspaper ―Society Page‖ can provide you with otherwise unknown information about a female 
ancestor.  Relationships to others named in an article; a long forgotten middle name; a move to a new 

location; a re-marriage; an out-of-area death.  These things and more have all been discovered in the correspondence columns of local 
and ethnic-based newspaper and newsletter publications.  Above all, never discount the obvious.  Review the research documents that you 
already have access to.  You may have simply missed the surnames of children, siblings and witnesses.  You may already have your 
answer right under your nose! 
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If you are having difficulty locating your female ancestor‘s final resting place, obituary or burial location, don‘t rule out the possibility of 
multiple marriages and burial markers that are located with second and other family members.  For example, if she was a widow she may 
have been living with a married daughter in another town, county or state at the time of her death.  If so, she might have been buried on 
the same lot as that daughter and her family- thus the only ―Jones‖ on a lot of ―Smiths!‖ 

Researching your female ancestors can pose new obstacles- particularly to the novice family historian.  Using 
a bit of creative thinking and delving into some new and unusual resources, you‘ll be adding new surnames 
and individuals to your family records in no time! 

Best of luck in your research! 
 
Patrick McCleary    thepastfinder@hotmail.com 

By Raechel Wright 
 
I‘ve commented several times recently that some people seem to think that ―history‖ means ―when I was a child.‖  And I laugh about it.  
Well, recently I gained a better understanding just how interesting it is to learn something about history when it comes from your own 
childhood.  And it says something about how you should pick your topic if you‘re interested in doing a history project. 
 
As some of you know, I am in Columbus, Ohio for a few months, attending to family business.  A few days after I arrived in August I was 
in a CVS, and saw a book beside the cash register – A History of the North Campus Area by Doreen N. Uhas Sauer.  I was born on 
Columbus‘s east side, but we moved to the North Campus area just before I was to start kindergarten.  We moved again, to an area called 
―Clintonville,‖ just before I started high school, always in search of better schools.  However, having lived in the North Campus 
neighborhood from the ages of five to fourteen, I feel that this neighborhood is my ―home,‖ the one I still have dreams about. 
 
The little stone church we attended, St. Luke‘s Lutheran, was about ¼ mile from our house.  My father or one of our friends‘ fathers would 
drop us off for choir practice, Vacation Bible School, or Sunday School, and we would play outside on the lawn until the adults made us go 
in.  Next to the church, near the rear of the lot, was a log cabin.  We heard from the older kids that the witch living there had a thumb in a 
pickle jar on a shelf.  As you can imagine, that meant we were both drawn to the cabin, and terrified of it, so spent much of our time 
daring each other to peer in the windows and knock on the door.   
 
Fifteen years later I was in graduate school at Ohio State, and I learned that a classmate had rented the cabin.  I agreed to go out with 
him on a date, but only because I had to see the inside of the cabin.  No pickle jars, but of course he‘d have removed them, right?  I went 
home early, in case you‘re wondering.  (Sorry, Dan – I should just have asked for a tour.)  Every time I go back to Columbus, I drive past 

the old church, and check to see if the cabin is still there. 
   
Now, because of a book I found in a chain drug store, I know its story.  It was the first structure built in the neighborhood north of the city 
of Columbus, in 1804.  The man who built it, David Beers, had been taken captive at the age of seven by Native Americans in 
Pennsylvania, along with his little sister and mother.  Years later he was released, and moved to Ohio, where he built his cabin and a mill.  
After years of searching, Beers heard a rumor of a red-haired white woman married to a Native American Chief in Northern Ohio.  He 
found his sister, who was happy in her situation (she was on her third chief and had several children), so he returned to his cabin without 
her, and raised his family.  His descendants still live in the area.   
 
In 1899 the cabin was purchased by Conn Baker, a well-known circus daredevil and artist, who moved it in 1904 a few blocks, away from 
the Olentangy River and frequent flooding, to its present location beside the old stone church.   The cabin remained in the Baker family for 
many years.  Google Conn Baker for an interesting read.  And the witch?   Poonah Baker Gibney, Conn‘s daughter, a lively and fascinating 
person in her own right, and mother of Conn Baker Gibney, a nationally-known needlework artist, who died in 2006.   The cabin itself is 

now the oldest residence in Franklin County.  The cabin story would have been interesting anyway, but because it was a cabin that figured 
so prominently in my own childhood, it‘s downright thrilling.  Now I understand.  So here‘s a thought:  find something or someone you‘ve 
always wondered about, and make a project of it.  
 



 

serving the Past 
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The Mission of the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is to promote understanding and appreciation of the heritage of the 
people of Charlevoix County and its townships by searching out, collecting, preserving, and interpreting artifacts of historical and cultural 
significance.  Membership in the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is open to anyone interested in furthering the mission, 
objectives, and purposes of the society.  Would you or someone you know be interested in helping us to preserve our county‘s history?   
You can participate in a variety of ways… but it begins with the first step.  Won‘t you please take that step and join us? 
 
Collector- Individual: $20.00  
Collector- Family:  $30.00  
Preserver:   $50.00 to $99.00         
Protector:   $100.00 to $499.00 
Collaborator:   $500.00 and above. 

 
Charlevoix County History Preservation Society is a nonprofit Michigan corporation, recognized as exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code. Check with your tax advisor to determine what portion of your dues is tax deductible. 

 

 

 


