
Early Charlevoix County History 
 

Before the first Europeans arrived in Michigan, 
several Native American tribes populated the 
area, including the Ottawa (Odawa).  French 
explorers arrived in the 17

th
 century to trap and 

hunt.  The county, township, and city are named 
for Pierre-Francois-Xavier de Charlevoix, a 
French Jesuit missionary, historian, explorer, 
and spy, who was sent by the French king to 
find a Northwest Passage to the Pacific in 1720.  
  
In 1763, after losing the Seven Years War, 
France ceded the area to the British.  Michigan 
became part of Quebec in 1774, and was ceded 
to the United States in 1783 following the 
Revolutionary War.  It became part of the 
Northwest Territory in 1787, part of the Indiana 
Territory in 1800, and finally the Michigan 
Territory in 1805.   
 
The Ottawa and other tribes allied with the 
British  against the United States during the 
War of 1812.  As a result, representatives of the 
Ottawa and Chippewa nations were forced to 
cede their lands in the Michilimackinac area to 
the U.S. in the 1836 Treaty of Washington, 
opening the area to white settlement.   
 
In 1840 Michilimackinac was broken into 
several regions.  Today’s Charlevoix County 
was part of the region called Keskkauko,  
renamed Charlevoix in 1843.    
 
In 1847 the controversial James Strang led a 
group of Mormons from New York to establish 
the first white settlement in Charlevoix County 
on Beaver Island, and proclaimed himself king.  
Pine River, later named Charlevoix, was settled 
by several Mormon families who left Beaver 
Island in 1854 before Strang’s assassination 
and the departure of the Mormons in 1856.  
Boyne City was founded by John Miller in 1855, 
and East Jordan in 1874.   
 
In 1869, Charlevoix County was created from 
portions of Emmet and Antrim Counties.  The 
county seat was moved from East Jordan to 
Boyne City in 1886, and finally to Charlevoix in 
1897. 

 

Yes, I would like to join 
 

New Membership            Renewal 
 

First Name ______________________________ 
 
Last Name ______________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name __________________________ 
 
Home Address ___________________________ 
 

________________________________________ 
 
City, State & Zip __________________________ 
 
Summer/Winter Address ____________________ 
 

________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone Number ______________________ 
 
Cell Phone Number ________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address ___________________________ 
 
Send newsletter by:          email             U.S. Mail 
 

Circle Membership Type:  

Collector  - Individual $15 

Collector - Family  $25 

Preserver  $ 50 to $99 

Protector  $100 to 499 

Collaborator  $500 and above      

 

Amount  Enclosed: $__________________ 

 

Please make Checks Payable to CCHPS 
Mail to:  CCHPS, 946 N. Advance Rd. 

Boyne City, MI  49712 
 

CCHPS is a non-profit Michigan corporation, 
recognized as exempt by the IRS under 
§501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, 
effective 10/22/2007. 

Our Mission 
 
The mission of the Charlevoix County History 
Preservation Society is to promote 
understanding and appreciation of the heritage 
of the people of Charlevoix County and its 
townships by searching out, collecting, 
preserving, and interpreting artifacts of historical 
and cultural significance. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

    

    

Contact Us: 
 

CCHPS 
946 N Advance Rd 

Boyne City, MI  49712 
 

Email:  charlevoixchps@yahoo.com 
 

On the web: www.cchps,info 



Our Objectives 
 
� Preserve and protect the records and 

artifacts of Charlevoix County and its 
townships by digitizing them and providing 
a secure depository. 

� Collaborate with other groups in the 
county to exchange knowledge and 
promote their educational, historical, 
genealogical, and preservation programs. 

� Publish reports, newsletters, 
presentations, and other publications to 
make our collection available to everyone 
who is interested.   

� Enhance the living history of the county 
through an aggressive oral history project. 

  

Our Activities 
 

� Newsletters:  Members receive quarterly 
newsletters featuring articles on Charlevoix 
County’s history and the society’s activities.  

� Programs of historical interest are 
presented on the 4

th
 Monday evening of 

each month from March through November 
in different locations around the county. 

� Research: CCHPS has several ongoing 
research projects.  We seek out, preserve, 
and digitize unpublished records and put 
them together with pictures, oral histories, 
and other materials to paint a vivid picture 
of Charlevoix County’s past. 

 

 

    

How You Can Help 
 

� Donate publications, photographs, news 
articles, documents, and other memorabilia 
to our collection.  Your monetary donations 
are also welcome.   

� Share what you have.  We will digitize your 
records, especially township records (from 
your attic or basement, perhaps?) to 
preserve them for the future.   

� Join.  Become a member.  Join a 
committee or research project.  No 
contribution is too small.  

� Help us record stories of the early families 
as part of our “Voices from the Past” oral 
history project. 
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Charlevoix County Townships 
 

Charlevoix Melrose 

Evangeline Wilson 

Eveline Hayes 

Marion Chandler 

South Arm Bay 

Boyne Valley Peaine 

Hudson St. James 

Norwood  

    

    

 

Cities & Villages 
 

St. James, Beaver Island Boyne Falls 

Charlevoix East Jordan 

Boyne City Clarion 

Advance Horton Bay 

Barnard Ironton 

Norwood Bay Shore 

Walloon Lake  

 


